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McGuire  —  Silver  Jubilee  of  St.     1 
Thomas  College ,  Houston 

This  sarks  the  25th  axmiversary  of  St« 
Thomas  College  in  the  City  of  Houston, 
Texas*  In  1900,  through  the  influence 
of  R&T.T.  Hennessy,  Pastor  of  Annunci* 
ation  ^hurch,  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop 
Gallagher  of  Galveston,  invited  the 
Priests  of  St.  Basil  to  come  here  to 
open  a  school  for  boys.  Father  Hennessy, 
Pastor  of  Annunciation  *^hurch,  very 
generously  donated  the  original  site  on 
Fmaklin  and  Caroline  Street.  During 
the  first  year  44  boys  enrolled. 
Aaeiig  these  were  Louis  Tuffly,  Robert 
Kelly,  Robert  Nitse,  Honors  Nicholson, 
Jas.  Torpey,  ^om  Lyons,  Thos.  Pendarvis, 
Brush  Nevming,  M.  Belhoome,  Stuart 
Giraud,  Bdgar  and  Robert  Doherty,  R. 
Suhm,  Jerry  Daley  and  Nick  Belden* 


NeGuir*  —  Silver  Jubilee  of  St.     2 
Thomas  Col lege ,  Houston 

After  two  years  the  school  property  was 
sold  to  the  !•  and  Q»N«  Railroad  and 
elasses  were  for  a  tine  carried  on  in 
the  old  Ifeison  Building  on  Main  Street* 
In  the  meant  IBS  a  block  of  ground  was 
purchased  on  Austin  and  Hadley  Street 
and  the  present  building  erected  and 
•quipped  ready  for  occupation  in  1903* 
Alttoogh  it  ssMWd  Tery  largs  and  vsll 
furnished  at  the  time,  it  has  requirsd 
ssTsral  improvements  and  alterations 
as  the  enrollment  increased  and  new 
classes  fomed.  Recently  the  property 
holdings  were  increased  by  the  purchase 
of  a  fine  site  on  LaBranch  and  McOowan 
Street • 

In  the  early  days  of  its  existence, 
whan  the  parochial  schools  were  few  and 
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Thonas  College,  Houston 

Halted  In  slze^  the  majority  of  the 
students  attending  St*  ^howis  was  in 
the  grades.  As  new  parochial  schools 
ware  built  and  equipped,  St*  Thosas 
gradually  dropped  the  grade  classes 
until  at  present  it  retains  only  the 
••vsnth*  ^'hc  High  School  registx*ations 
grew  year  by  year  along  with  the  growth 
of  the  parochial  schools*  In  1910 
there  were  ten  high  school  students  in 
St.  Thomas.  This  year»  100. 

Two  courses  are  open  to  students  who 
have  eoapleted  the  grade  school  work, 
the  eoamercial  course ,  lasting  for  a 
period  of  two  years.  The  High  School 
course  extending  OTer  four  years.  The 
High  School  is  accredited  by  the  State 
Bepartmmit  of  Education  and  St.^homas 
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College  graduates  are  accepted  by  Rice 
Instiute  upon  the  reconowBdation  of 
the  college  staff. 

In  late  years  a  good  percentage  of  the 
High  School  graduates  began  to  go  on 
to  higher  institutions  of  learning,  a 
muiber  entering  Rice  Institute*  A  feif 
yaars  a^  ReT«  D«L*  Dillon  asked  the 
authorities  of  Rice  to  admit  St.  Thomas 
students  without  examination*  Basing 
their  decision  upon  the  records  of  the 
students  who  had  already  been  there , 
the  Rice  authorities  readily  granted 
the  request*  After  this  the  College 
obtained  accrediting  by  the  State  De- 
partment of  Education.  Each  year  aa 
inspector  from  the  Department  visits 
the  school  and  sends  a  report  to  the 
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LS  College,  Houston 


Chief  High  School  Superrisor  in  Austin* 
Fourteen  credits  have  been  asked  thus 
far  and  have  been  granted*  It  is  the 
hope  of  the  school  to  add  to  this 
smber  each  year* 

The  idea  of  baring  a  Catholic  High 
School  for  boys  is  aprt  of  the  Churches 
educational  system*  If  the  parochial 
school  is  a  necessity  for  the  little 
children,  the  Catholic  High  School  is 
even  a  greater  necessity  for  the  adol- 
escent youth*  His  mind,  too,  must  be 
enriched  by  God*s  truths*  His  conscience 
■nst  be  guided  by  the  laws  of  God* 

*Teaeh  mm  goodness,  discipline  and  know- 
ledge" is  the  Botto  of  the  Priests  of 
St*  Basil*  They  have  consecrated  their 


NcGuire  —  Silver  Jubilee  of  St*     6 
Thoaas  College ,  Houston 

lives  to  the  education  of  boys.  They 
lULYe  prepared  thesselves  for  it  by  a 
university  and  normal  training  as  u%ll 
as  by  their  theological  studies*  They 
have  worked  in  Houston  for  twenty- five 
yaars  striving  to  iaplant  in  the  students 
under  their  care  those  principles  ex- 
pressed by  their  BOtto*  Their  labors 
hare   already  borne  fruit*  It  is  to  ba 
hoped  that  the  numbers  attending  their 
school  aay  grow  aore  and  sore  and  that 
their  plans  of  bettering  their  school 
and  adding  higher  classes  will  meet  with 
success  and  will  receive  the  hearty 
support  of  the  Catholics  of  Houston* 


(Speech  delivered  by  Father  John  McGuire 
of  St*  Thomas  College  at  the  ^ilver 
Jubilee  exercises*  Transcribed  from  the 
typed  copy  in  the  General  Archives  of 
the  Basilian  Fathers) 


Monaghan  —  FATHER  EUGENE  BURBOTT    7 

Tour  Excellency,  Right  Reverend  Monslg- 
nori,  Very  Reverend  and  Reverend 
fSLthers^   Religious  and  Friends. 

<^te'«ater  love  than  this  hath  no  one 
that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends***  John  15»  13* 

I  have  cone  a  long  distance  to  speak  to 
you  this  Boming.  1^  presence  here  in 
this  pulpit  is  not  because  I  an  a 
greater  speaker  than  many  of  the  priests 
who  hear  me,  nor  am  I  famous  for  great 
profundity  of  thought.  I  came  the  long 
distance  from  Houston,  Texas  to  Roches* 
tar,  to  show  publicly  how  grateful  the 
Basilian  Fathers  are  to  God  for  giving 
OS  the  beloved  priest  whose  mortal  re* 
mains  lie  in  the  sleep  of  death  —  to 
thank  his  noble  mother  and  father  for 
the  surrender  of  their  beloved  son  to 
the  cause  of  Christ,  and  to  thank  the 
Basilian  Fathers  of  Aquinas  Institute, 
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the  priests  of  Rochester  Diocese  and 
the  School  Sisters  of  Motre  Da»e  who 
#ducated  and  trained  him  for  us. 

X  hare  said  it  would  take  a  greater 
speaker  and  scholar  than  ays  elf  to  do 
justice  to  the  impact  and  accomplish- 
■ents  of  Father  Burbott  at  St.  Thomas 
High  School  in  Houston,  Texas. 

Ksowing  him  as  I  did,  he  would  not  want 
■e  to  spend  time  telling  you  what  he  did 
and  how  he  spent  his  lifetime.  He  was 
a  priest  of  God  —  God  loved  him  and 
filled  his  heart  with  seal  for  the  care 
of  souls.  Father  Burbott  saw  the  im- 
portance of  caring  for  souls  at  all  per- 
sonal costs  to  carry  on  the  eternal 
gifts  of  Christ  entrusted  to  him  for  his 
lifetime.  He  realized  these  gifts  were 
Christ's  — -  to  be  shared  with  the  friends 
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of  Christ  and  iiltiiaately  to  pass  on 
from  his  hands  to  the  hands  of  another 
friend  of  Christ.  He  saw  himself  as 
an  instrufiMnt  inspired,  giiided  and 
directed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  build  a 
strong  Ifystical  Body. 

thm   soul  of  Father  Burbott  has  by  now 
undergone  a  unique  and  wonderful  exper- 
ience. He  has  appeared  before  Almighty 
God.  He  has  had  his  particular  Judge- 
■ent  to  render  an  account  for  his  erery 
thought  y  word  and  deed  of  his  whole 
lifetime. 

His  numerous  good  thoughts ,  words  and 
deeds  will  enable  him  to  render  a  good 
account  of  his  stewardship.  His  zeal 
far  beyond  the  call  of  duty  will  enhance 
his  favored  position  before  God.  It  was 
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always  his  wish  to  take  what  was  wak 
and  make  it  strong,  to  take  i^at  was 
soiled  and  aake  it  clean ,  to  bend  down 
as  the  Good  Shepherd  and  lift  up  the 
lost  sheep*  These  outstanding  facts 
are  well  borne  out  by  the  great  adair* 
ation  his  students  held  for  hia*  Only 
last  Sunday  when  news  of  his  death 
reached  us«»«**He  was  ay  favorite  priest** 
•  ••"Nan,  what  a  worker  that  Father  Bur- 
bott  is.  He  is  a  holy  priest,  and  he*s 
always  that  way*** 

As  Catholics  by  our  faith  we  are  fortun- 
ate to  have  a  thoughtful  and  loving 
Mother  in  the  Roaan  Catholic  Church. 
As  our  Mother  she  uses  an  event  such  as 
ths  death  of  this  great  priest  to  teach 
us  a  aost  iaportant  lesson.  That  lesson 
iss  All  of  us,  without  exception  must 
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anticipate  and  expect  a  jadgment  and 
rmtmrd^   Just  as  Father  Burbott  has  re- 
ceired.  The  f\meral  ceremonies  in 
which  we  are  participating  are  for  our 
edificatio;  they  are  to  build  up  and 
strengthen  our  Christ  life  —  our  minds 
and  hearts  in  His  way  of  doing  things* 

As  a  general  rule,  the  thought  of  death, 
or  at  least  our  ovm  death,  is  not  faaiil- 
iar  to  us*  vife  do  not  seen  to  realise 
that  what  we  see  here  today  will  happen 
to  us*  Our  excuses  for  failing  to  face 
reality  are  numerous*  We  presuae  every- 
one else  will  die  but  ourselves*  Ve 
beco0M  so  occupied  with  the  visible  we 
forget  the  invisible*  Our  immediate 
concern  over  present  cares  and  pre- 
occupations prevents  us  from  fixing  our 
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attention  on  this  OTerwhelniing  reality* 
laeh  8t«p  in  our  daily  life  is  a  step 
tovmrds  our  death.  The  thought  of 
death  oust  therefore  be  an  enlightening 
idea  in  our  lires.  Above  all,  in  this 
spirit y  death,  not  so  imich  ours  but 
that  of  our  loved  ones,  will  be  one  of 
the  most  salutory  «aq>eriences  we  can 
encounter  in  preparation  for  our  own 
death.  It  aakes  us  realise  that  here 
a  Mm  passes  through  the  aost  bitter 
suffering  he  can  bear,  but  at  the  saae 
tiae  his  belonging  to  God's  grace  can 
be  e3q>erience8  nost  yividly.  Very  often 
one  sees  that  the  death  of  a  loved 
■e^er  of  a  Christian  family  means  a 
pofwerfUl  surge  of  divine  grace  in  the 
family.  Though  they  may  be  crushed, 
for  death  remains  death,  something  that 
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should  not  have  been,  every  loving  haart 
will  agree,  in  spite  of  the  blow,  they 
•iqperience  more  intimately  than  ever 
that  they  are  in  the  hands  of  God.  For 
the  dying  Christian  this  awareness  can 
be  so  intense  that  death  itself  truly 
becomes  for  him  a  peaceful  going  to 
sleep  in  the  Lord  -—  like  the  unnoticed 
fall  of  a  ripened  fruit,  he  lets  him- 
self go  and  falls  into  the  arms  of  God. 

Row  can  we  train  ourselres  to  live  in  a 
spirit  of  faith  and  hope  eaeh  step  of 
lifers  way?  Say  your  morning  and  night 
prayers  as  if  this  would  be  your  last 
chance  today.  Say,  or  participate  in 
the  Haas  as  if  it  were  the  last  one  at 
which  you  would  assist.  Receive  Con- 
fession and  Holy  Communion  as  if  the 
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th*  opportunity  provided  was  yoiir  last 
one*  In  this  imy  death  will  be  welcomed 
not  feared,  anticipated  not  postponed • 

Dear  friends ,  let  us  reBefll>er  Father 
Burbott  in  o\ir  prayers  and  Masses.  That 
would  be  the  Christian  thing  to  do  now. 
In  a  spirit  of  faith  and  hope,  beg  Ck>d 
to  grant  him  his  well  deserred  ^'eternal 
rest.** 

He  has  loved  the  Eternal  Priest  and  the 
followers  of  the  £temal  Priest.  He  has 
like  the  Eternal  Priest  given  his  life 
for  his  flock.  He  has  died  for  Christ , 
in  Christ  and  with  Christ.  May  he  rest 
in  Peace.  Amen. 


(Semon  preached  by  Father  Francis  Hon- 
aghan  at  the  Funeral  Mass  of  Father 
Bugene  Burbott  in  Holy  Redeemer  Church , 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  July  17,  1962.  Trans- 
cribed from  the  preacher's  manuscript) 


—  FATHER  SMIL  WELTI         IS 

*If  any  raan  will  coat  after  Ms,  let  hi« 
deny  hljuself ,  take  up  his  crosa  and 
fol\ow  Ma* 

km   the  hour  of  His  passion  and  death  ap* 
preached  Our  Blessed  Lord  sought  to  pre- 
pare His  Apostles  for  the  shock  and  the 
•e«»ial  of  His  Cross.  Thus  on  one 
occasion  He  foretold  that  "He  must  go 
Jerusalem,  Esust  suffer  many  things  froM 
the  ancients,  the  scribes  and  the  chief 
priests,  that  He  would  be  put  to  death 
aad  on  the  third  day  rise  again.'*  On 
hearing  this,  St.  Peter  protested 
TalMBiently  that  this  must  not  be,  and, 
for  his  pains,  recaiTad  a  stem  rebuke 
from  Christ,  Who  said  to  hiai  "Go  behind 
Ma,  Satan,  for  thou  art  a  scandal  to  Ma 
because  thou  savourest  not  of  the  things 
that  are  of  God,  but  of  the  things  that 
are  of  «an"  —  and  then  He  added,  "If 
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any  man  will  coim  after  Me,  let  hla  take 
ttp  his  cross  and  follcm  Me"*  This  dram- 
atic annoiincenent  of  the  law  of  self- 
denial  and  suffering  was  followed  by 
stronger  and  sterner  lessons  as  the 
•▼ents  of  the  Passion  unfolded.  They 
lived  through  those  days  in  which  "the 
shepherd  was  struck  and  the  flock 
scattered**  **  and  after  sin  had  done  its 
worst  — -  on  Calvary  —  they  met  Him 
again  on  Raster  Day*  "He  unfolded  to 
^Imsi  the  scriptures  and  shewed  the« 
that  it  was  fitting  that  The  Christ 
should  suffer  these  things  and  so  enter 
into  His  Gloxry."  Thus  did  Our  Lord  pro- 
elalji  this  Aindai»ntal  condition  of  dis- 
eipleship  —  the  law  of  self-denial  and 
suffering,  and  of  each  of  His  disciples 
He  could  have  said  what  He  said  to  Anan- 
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las  regarding  St.  Paul,  "I  will  show 
kis  what  great  things  he  must  suffer 
for  My  Name's  sake»" 

But  lest  this  law  of  suffering  —  this 
prospect  of  the  Cross  should  seea  too 
grin,  fearful  and  forbidding.  Our 
Blessed  Lord  balanced  it^  as  it  were^ 
by  another  condition  of  disclplesliip, 
the  universal  law  of  charity,  ^hey  had 
herrd  His  answer  to  the  la%fyer  who  in- 
quired about  the  great&st  coBuaandment. 
"Thou  Shalt  lore  the  Lord  Thy  God  witli 
thy  whole  heart  and  with  all  thy  strength 
and  with  all  thy  mind  and  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself^  -—  for  in  these  are  sunmed 
up  the  entire  revelation  of  God  to  Ban 
•>—  whole  of  the  law  and  the  prophets. 
They  had  heard  Him  in  His  vivid  and 
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prophetic  description  of  the  last  jiidg- 
«»nt  as  R«  aade  this  law  of  love  — -  the 
Tery  standard  of  judgment  and  the  test 
of  worthiness  —  '* Inasmuch  as  you  did 
it  to  the  least  of  these  My  brethren, 
jmi  did  it  unto  Me"  *—  and  on  this  basis^ 
He  will  say  —  "Depart  ye  cursed"  — -  or 
"Come  ye  blessed  of  My  Father,  receive 
you  the  Kingdom  prepared  for  you  fro* 
the  foundation  of  the  world*" 

But  as  the  tine  of  His  Passion  drew 
nigh.  He  returns  to  it  with  urgent  in- 
•ist«ice  «^  "A  new  coanandment  I  give 
unto  you  that  you  love  one  another  as 
I  have  loved  you  —  for  by  this  shall 
all  Ben  know  that  you  are  Ify   disc J pies 
that  you  have  love  one  for  another*" 
And  then  as  if  to  stress  the  utter  and 
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absolute  ifflportance  of  both  these  laws. 
He  found  in  His  infinite  wisdom  a  aeans 
of  uniting  them  in  the  great  and  suprema 
action  of  His  redenptive  death  when  He 
said  of  it  **Greater  love  than  this  no 
■an  hath  than  that  ha  lay  down  his  life 
for  his  friends." 

As  va  saet  together  hara  this  morning 
to  assist  at  this  funeral  Haas,  no  one 
idK>  knew  Father  Welty,  especially  during 
tha  last  ten  years  of  his  life,  should 
find  it  strange  that  our  meditation 
should  be  centred  on  the  Christian  law 
of  suffering  and  the  law  of  lore  —  on 
the  Cross  of  Christ  and  the  Charity  of 
Christ.  Monsignor  Ronald  Knox,  in  an 
inspired  passage,  present  a  report  of 
the  imagine  conversation  which  took 
place  between  the  two  R(»an  soldiers 
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ifho  were  conaissioned  to  prepare  the 
Cross  on  which  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
was  to  die  for  as*  The  older  and  more 
experienced  of  the  two  instructs  his 
eoa^>anion,  saying,  "It  must  be  heavy 
enou^  to  carry  a  man  3ret  light  enou^ 
for  a  man  to  carry."  And  even  as  Our 
Lord,  as  He  is  represented  in  the  Stations 
of  the  Cross,  fell  several  times  beneath 
His  burden,  so  too  must  Father  Welty 
have  found  his  cross  to  have  exceeded 
the  Roman  soldier's  specification  —  as 
he  wrestled  with  depression  and  temp- 
tations to  despair.  Ten  long  years  of 
enforced  idleness  —  filled  with  frus- 
tration and  an  overpowering  sense  of 
futility  and  rejection  —  his  was  indeed 
a  rugged  way  of  the  cross  which  led  in- 
evitably and  inexorably  to  the  ultimate 
renunciation  which  is  death* 
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And  if  we  ask  how  he  was  able  to  endure 
and  remain  faithful  to  the  end,  the 
answer  is  twofold ,  but  in  both  we  find 
the  essential  eleraent  to  have  been  that 
MUM  supernatural  Charity  which  Christ 
proclaimed  so  emphatically  both  by  word 
and  example*  First  from  Father  tfelty*s 
side  — >  there  was  present  to  a  high  de«> 
gree  a  firm  and  loyal  faith  -~  a  robust 
mad  manly  hope  and  a  deep  and  abiding 
lore  of  God  and  love  of  neighbor.  But 
also  from  the  sidi  of  the  Community  — 
day  by  day  across  those  years ,  Father 
Welty  was  sustained  and  encouraged  by 
an  uninterrupted  series  of  acts  of 
fraternal  charity,  from  his  confreres 
here  in  St.  Michael^s  and  the  scholas- 
tics from  St.  Basil's  Seminary.  It  is 
with  intimate  knowledge  and  deep  appreci« 
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ation  that  I  salute  in  the  naae  of  all 
BasllianSy  Fathers  Shook,  Madden  and 
Kelly,  who,  because  of  the  posts  they 
held,  were  chief  in  providing  the  care 
and  solicitude  in  Father  Welty's  behalf 
«—  which  sakes  the  past  decade  one  of 
thm  aost  glorious  pages  in  the  history 
of  St.  Michael's  College. 

I  wish  to  express  ay  thanks  to  Father 
Kelly  for  having  invited  ae  to  speak 
this  Boming.  My  friendship  and  associ- 
ation with  Father  Welty  goes  back  across 
a  span  of  forty  years.  I  was  a  student 
at  Assuaption  College  in  1920  and  was 
present  in  Assuaption  Chapel  when  Father 
Welty  and  his  four  classaates.  Fathers 
John  McGuire,  John  Sullivan,  John  Spratt 
^nd  Charles  Donovan  offered  their  first 
Masses  on  the  five  altars  of  the  College 
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Aap«I*  For  any  student  of  Assumption 
pres«it  that  day  iirho  had  the  sllghest 
•park  of  a  priestly  rocation,  that  five- 
fold call  of  Christ  was  well-nigh  ir- 
resistible* I  knew  YdMp   when,  in  the 
full  vigor  of  his  young  priesthood,  he 
set  out  to  make  his  contribution  to 
what  Father  Willie  Roach  called  f^the 
ianense  work  of  this  coanunity**,  i^ich 
work  was  defined  by  Father  Francis 
Forster  in  those  days  as  *^o  take  boys 
and  to  make  of  thea  men  before  eien,  and 
■en  before  God***  I  was  privileged  to 
rejoice  with  hia  when  he  returned  froa 
Freiburg,  Switzerland,  after  having 
successfully  obtained  his  Doctorate  in 
Philosophy,  for  which  honor  he  had  be«n 
chosen  by  the  then  Master  of  Scholastics, 
Father  John  Pur cell,  and  our  First  Super- 
ior General,  Father  Francis  Forster. 
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It  was  ay  honor  and  pleasure  to  preach 
in  his  home  parish  in  Youngs  town,  Ohio, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  25th  anniversary 
of  his  or(linati(»i.  And,  finally,  it  has 
been  sy  privilege  to  share  his  confidence^ 
and  to  gain  aore  than  I  gave,  as  I  visited 
him  regularly  during  these  past  ten  years 
of  his  illness.  For  all  these  reasons, 
I  speak  confidently  in  his  name  this 
ooming  wh«i  I  offer  for  him  his  most 
sincere  gratitude  and  appreciation  for 
all  the  kindness  and  care  he  received 
from  his  superiors,  his  confreres,  his 
former  students  and  his  many  friends. 
I^  sure  he  wo\ild  have  me  egress  his 
special  thanks  to  his  nurse,  Mrs* 
Angela  Gamble,  who  was  for  him  indeed 
and  Angel  of  Mercy.  And  above  all,  his 
thanks,  to  his  two  sisters  who  are  here 
this  morning  and  who  shared  with  him 
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his  joys  and  sorrows ,  his  triumphs  and 
failures  with  that  kind  of  understand- 
ingy  love  loyalty  and  devotion  v^ich 
is  beyond  all  price  and  praise. 

If  I  could  have  asked  Father  Welty  what 
I  should  say  to  you  on  this  occasion, 
!*■  sure  of  one  thing  only  —  he  would 
have  said,  "Ask  thea  to  pray  for  ae." 
he  Priesthood  is  at  once  a  treaendoud 
challenge  and  a  tremendous  risk*  Ordin- 
ation unfortunately  does  not  guarantee 
the  recipient  against  human  frailty  and 
hMHUi  fault.  A  notable  part  of  the 
Cross  of  every  priest  is  hf  his  own 
wiklng  —  the  humiliation  and  the  defeat^ 
the  fruit  of  his  cwn  weakness.  But  Bod 
in  His  tfisdom,  foreknowing  all  that, 
still  chooses  us  lisak  huMui  agents  for 
the  sublime  duties  of  His  Holy  Priest- 
hood* 
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The  funeral  of  Father  Welty  is  one  of 

those  blessed  occasions  which  remind 

us  of  our  own  frailty  and  prompt  us  to 

h%  generous  in  our  prayers  for  the 

happy  repose  of  his  soul,  while  we  with 

wisest  sorrow  think  of  his  together 

with  reseabrance  of  ourselves*  Having 

loved  hia  in  life,  let  us  not  forget  Hi 

Im  death,  but  regularly  and  earnestly 

•owMnd  hiffi  to  the  Mercy  of  Our  Divine 

Saviours*  And  as  God  was  good  to  hia, 

let  us  pray  in  the  words  of  Cardinal 

VeMBSB,  *lfay  He  keep  us  too,  all  the  day 

long,  till  the  shadows  lengthen  and  the 

evening  comes  and  the  busy  world  is 

hushed,  and  the  fever  of  life  is  over  and 

our  work  is  done*  ^hen  in  His  Mercy,  aay 

He  grant  us  a  safe  lodging,  a  holy  rest 

and  peace  at  last**  Aaen* 

(Sermonpreached  at  the  funeral  of  Father 
E«il  -Veltv  in  St.  Basil's  "^hurch,  Toronto, 
March  1962 •  Transcribed  from  the 
preacher's  typescript) 
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We  have  gathered  in  this  historic 
church  for  the  religious  celebration 
of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
opening  of  Assumption  College*  It  is 
neet  that  on  this  occasion  we  should 
unite  ourselves  with  the  Bishop  of  the 
diocese  in  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the 
Mass  to  e3q)ress  publicly  our  gratitude 
to  Almighty  God  for  the  countless  bless- 
ings bestowed  upon  this  Institution  dur- 
ing the  past  century  and  to  implore  His 
assistance  for  the  years  ahead. 

Anniversaries  invite  us  to  pause  and 
look  back  through  the  vista  of  the  years. 
It  would  be  pleasant  and  no  doubt  profit- 
able to  review  the  sain  events  of  the 
past  century  that  have  contributed  to 
the  development  of  a  snail  school  to  a 
leading  High  School  and  a  flourishing 
University.  Therein  w©  wovild  come  upon 
■any  reasons  for  profound  gratitude  and 
■any  examples  for  holy  emulation  by 
both  staff  and  students.  During  this 
centennial  year  that  task  will  be  done, 
I  hope,  by  others  more  qualified  to  do  so. 

In  the  few  aoments  allotted  to  me  today, 
I  would  simply  draw  aside  the  curtain 
of  time  to  present  to  your  view  a  few 
events  that  sez*ve  as  a  backdrop  to  the 
scene  of  the  day  whose  anniversary  wo 
are  celebrating,  and  then  possibly  a 
brief  sketch  of  that  first  scene  in  the 
dramatic  life  of  Assumption. 
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Across  the  backdrop  we  see  written  in 
bold  letters  the  name  "Assumption*** 
Vhat  does  it  mean  and  where  does  it  c<mw 
froB?  It  has  been  the  traditional  be- 
lief of  the  Church  and  now  a  defined 
article  of  faith  that  when  the  Mother 
of  oiir  Lord  died,  her  body  which  had 
been  fashioned  to  be  the  living  taber- 
nacle of  the  Son  of  God  made  nan,  that 
body  was  not  allowed  to  pass  through 
the  corruption  of  the  grave.  Rather 
it  was  assumed  or  taken  up  gloriously 
to  heaven  reunited  with  her  soul.  Our 
school *s  name  recalls  this  glorious 
■ystery.  It  is  therefore  a  name  on 
which  we  love  to  meditate  because  it 
is  the  crowning  glory  of  Our  Blessed 
Lady  and  also  because  it  is  a  frequent 
reminder  of  our  own  future  reunion  of 
soul  and  body  in  the  general  resurrec- 
tion. It  is  a  name  that  we  cherish 
highly. 

The  school  derived  its  name  from  tl» 
parish;  but  how  did  the  parish  come  to 
b«  placed  under  the  patronage  of  Our 
Lady  of  the  Assumption?  Please  bear 
with  me  if  I  wax  historical  for  a  mom- 
ent. When  Cadillac  founded  Detroit  in 
1701  he  invited  several  Indian  tribes 
to  come  and  settle  near  him  here  at 
the  strait.  One  of  the  tribes  that 
came  and  stayed  was  that  of  the  Wyandot s 
or  Hurons.  who  were  descendants  of  the 
Indians  who  had  been  christianized  by 
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the  Jesuit  blackrobes  in  Huronia  in  the 
first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
This  tribe  located  Just  *a  good  gun- 
shot distance*  west  of  the  fort* 

In  tioe  these  children  of  the  forests 
ask«d  for  a  blackrobe  to  coim  and  renew 
the  spiritual  mini strati ens  aaong  thea* 
In  1728  Father  Araand  de  la  Richardie, 
S.J.y  arrived  at  Detroit  and  began  the 
difficult  work  of  restoring  these  sav- 
ages to  the  religious  practices  of  their 
aaoestors.  In  1741  he  was  able  to  write 
ia  Latin  a  letter  to  the  Superior  Gen- 
eral of  the  Jesuits  in  Rone  relating 
the  results  of  fourteen  years  of  his 
labors.  Translated  it  reads  in  part 
as  follows: 

"One  of  the  leading  men  among  the 
people  having  embraced  the  Christian 
faith  was  such  an  example  to  all  his 
kinsmen  that  of  all  his  family  not 
even  one  resisted  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Mt  after  a  short  time  he  was  taken 
froB  among  the  living  and  scarcely  the 
slightest  hope  remained  of  bringing 
this  barbarous  throng  to  the  sweet 
service  of  Christ...  However,  under 
the  impulse  of  divine  grace  the  work 
of  God  so  flourished  that  scarcely 
three  years  after  the  death  of  that 
illustrious  leader  not  even  one  pagan 
remained  among  the  whole  people  ... 
As  for  the  present,  a  barbarous  people 
seem  to  profess  the  faith  with  an 
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unfeigned  heart*  The  sacred  edifice, 
though  seventy  cubits  long,  hardly 
contains  the  multitude  of  Christians**** 

For  our  present  purposes  the  important 
part  of  that  letter  is  its  heading.  It 
is  dated  June  21st,  1741 »  at  the  Mission 
of  the  Asfluiption  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Nary  among  the  Hurons.  That  is  the 
oldmst  extant  reference  to  the  naiM  of 
Assumption  in  this  area.  Howerer,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  name  was 
applied  to  the  Mission  from  its  beginning. 

It  was  this  same  Indian  Mission  of  the 
Aaaomption  that  in  1742  was  transferred 
to  the  Island  of  Bois  Blanc  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Detroit  River,  and  which  in  174^ 
came  to  its  permanent  abode  here  when 
Father  de  la  Richardie  and  his  assistant. 
Father  Potier,  first  planted  the  all- 
elTiXisliig  cross  on  this  site,  then 
known  as  La  Pointed  de  Montreal.  The 
large  cross  standing  on  the  river  bank 
commemorates  this  event. 

That  was  over  two  hundred  years  ago. 
There  were  no  settlers  on  this  side  of 
the  river  in  1743.  But  the  following 
year  grants  of  land  began  to  be  made 
OB  what  was  then  known  as  the  south 
shore,  and  by  the  time  of  the  conquest 
in  17o0  there  were  about  fifty  settler 
families  living  along  this  shore. 


'J  A*J  ^  ' 
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Technically  these  settlers  belonged  to 
the  parish  of  Ste*  Anne,  the  church  of 
the  Fort  on  the  other  side  of  the  River. 
Assiiaption  was  a  Mission  intended  for 
the  Indians,  but  ths  white  settlers  were 
permitted  to  receive  the  sacraments  and 
to  worship  with  the  redaen  in  their 
ehspel.  Later  the  settlers  petitioned 
for  a  parish  church  on  this  side  of  the 
river •  Because  the  ordinary  sources 
of  support  for  the  Indian  Mission  had 
been  dried  up,  it  was  decided  at  Quebec 
that  the  Assumption  Mission  of  the  Hurons 
should  become  the  Parish  of  the  Assump- 
tion, entrusted  with  the  care  of  souls 
of  both  the  Huron  Indians  and  the  French 
settlers*  This  merger  was  canonically 
affected  in  1767*  Assumption  then  be« 
came  a  parish  in  the  diocese  of  Quabae 
-—  the  oldest  parish  in  Canada  west  of 
Montreal.  Its  first  pastor  was  Father 
Potior,  the  last  Jesuit  Missionary  in 
the  irfest*  His  remains  are  buried  under 
this  church. 

From  1776  the  name  of  the  locality  ex- 
tending from  the  Huron  ^hurch  here  to 
Lake  St.  Clair  was  known  as  the  Settle- 
ment of  L*As8omption.  Assumption  is  an 
old  name  here,  Mich  older  than  Sandwich 
and  Windsor,  and  reminds  us  that  we 
stand  here  on  historic  ground,  dating 
back  even  into  the  first  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century.   Its  historical 
connotation  is  an  added  reason  for 
cherishing  the  name  of  Assumption. 


Lajeunesse  —  ASSUMPTION  COLLEGE   32 
Centenary  1^57-1957 


The  nineteenth  century  was  one  of  rapid 
development  for  the  Church  in  Upper 
Canada*  As  new  dioceses  were  created 
westward.  Assumption  in  turn  belonged 
to  the  diocese  of  Kingston,  then  of 
Toronto,  and  in  16 56  to  the  diocese  of 
London*  As  you  recall,  it  was  Just 
last  year  that  the  diccese  of  London 
celebrated  its  centenary.   At  the  time 
that  the  diocese  was  established  the 
walls  of  Assumption  College  were  being 
erected. 

Who  was  responsible  for  this  undertak- 
ing? It  was  a  priest  who  belonged  to 
the  same  Order  as  the  Missionaries  idio 
had  founded  the  Indian  Mission  and  the 
Parish  of  the  Assumption  —  the  Jesuits. 
In  1^43  Bishop  Power  of  Toronto  had  re- 
stored to  the  Society  of  Jesus  the 
field  of  labor  won  to  the  Church  by  the 
apostolic  zeal  of  Fathers  de  la  Richar- 
dis  and  Potier  a  century  before.  To 
tha  new  blackrobes  were  entrusted  the 
Parish  of  the  Assumption  and  its  neigh- 
bouring Missions  as  well  as  its  scattered 
Indian  Missions  as  far  north  as  Kani- 
toulin,  Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  even  Fort 
William. 

This  band  of  Jesuits  who  came  here  in 
1^43  had  at  their  head  a  man  who,  be- 
sides having  a  rare  talent  for  organiz- 
ation, was  possessed  of  an  ardent  zeal 
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and  the  heart  of  an  apostle  —  Father 
Pierre  Point.  After  the  nave  of  this 
present  church  was  completed  in  1^46 , 
h»   turned  his  attention  to  education. 
After  establishing  elementary  schools 
in  the  yarious  parts  of  his  parish^  this 
s«alous  pastor  would  not  rest  until  he 
had  built  a  College  to  give  youth  facil- 
ities for  a  higher  education* 

If  you  wer«  to  trudge  your  way  to  the 
northwest  comer  of  the  oldest  building 
on  the  campus  and  push  aside  the  thick 
shrubbery,  you  would  find  a  cornerstone 
inscribed  A* A*  1355*  In  its  issue  of 
June  15th  of  that  year  the  Detroit  Free 
Presse  carried  the  following  announce- 
ment: 

**The  foundation  stone  of  L*Assomption 
College,  at  Sandwich,  is  to  be  laid  on 
Smtey  next  at  11  o'clock  A.M.  ^he 
Bishop  and  other  distinguished  speakers 
will  deliver  addresses.  Boats  will  be 
running  every  hour  between  Detroit  and 
Sandwich." 

That  was  in  1^55*  At  the  end  of  the 
following  year  the  building  was  ready 
for  occupancy.  But  then  as  now  **bricks 
and  mortar  do  not  a  school  sake**.  There 
was  need  for  teachers.  Unable  to  obtain 
assistance  from  his  own  Society,  Father 
Point  entrusted  the  direction  of  the 
school  to  a  layman,  Mr.  Theodule  Girardot, 
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an  experienced  teacher  i4io  had  come  from 
France  ten  years  before  and  had  taught 
in  the  CoBBion  Schools  in  the  parish. 
His  first  contract  contains  many  inter- 
esting items  that  will  supply  much  of 
thm  Material  for  some  of  the  dramatic 
life  of  Assumption  College.  I  shall 
read  parts  of  it: 

"For  all  his  duties  as  professor  B!r.^ 

Girardot  will  receive  $500  per  year. 

As  prefect  of  discipline  he  will  re- 
ceive his  board. 

He  will  receive  the  board  and  lodgini^ 
of  his  oldest  son,  provided  that  he 
fulfills  the  duties  of  bursar  with 
the  greatest  care,  and  that  Mrs. 
Girardot  cares  for  the  linens  and 
overseas  the  kitchen. 

Mr.  Girardot 's  uncle,  for  his  board  and 
lodging,  will  see  to  the  cleanliness 
of  the  dormitories,  the  corridors, 
the  refectory  and  the  yards  of  the 
College^  as  wall  as  tend  the  fires. 

For  the  board  of  his  i»>ther- in-law,  his 
wife  and  his  three  smallest  children 
Mr*  Girardot  will  give  the  Collegs 
|I5  per  smth. 

As  for  the  quarters  granted  to  Mr.  Gir- 
ardot, they  will  extend  from  the 
basement  to  the  main  z*efectory. 

Made  on  the  29th  day  of  January  1857»* 


this  document  we  can  see  that  the 
epsaing  of  Assumption  College  was  quite 
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a  humble  family  affair  —  the  91rardot 
faaily.  '^he  pictures  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Girardot  are  hanging  on  the  north  wall 
of  the  Students*  Entrance  off  Huron 
Line* 

V«  iMMfr  hare  a  school  building  somewhat 
•taffed*  What  about  the  students?  On 
February  10,  1^57,  a  hundred  years  ago 
today,  the  College  opened  its  doors  to 
twenty-six  boarders  and  sixty  day- 
scholars.  The  sixty  day  students  for 
tfaa  aost  part  belonged  to  the  Common 
Ganamar   School  which  was  also  housed 
in  the  new  building,  '^his  is  made  t>lain 
Iji  an  adYertisenent  that  appeared  in  the 
Toronto  Mirror  on  July  31,  1857,  which 
also  sheds  soae  light  on  the  academic 
policy  of  the  new  institution.  It 
reads  as  follows: 

<*ASSUNPTIC»  COLLBGS,  SANDWICH,  ONTARIO. 
liH^ish  and  French  are  placed  on  the 
saaa  footing.  Courses  are  offered  in 
^iroe  departments^ —  primary,  classical 
and  mercantile,  ^'he  College  is  under 
the  patronage  of  His  Lordship,  Rt.  Rev. 
Dr.  Pinsonneault,  ^ishop  of  ZiOndon.** 

Bishop  Pinsonneault,  the  first  shepherd 
of  the  now  diocese  of  London,  desired 
to  place  the  school  tinder  ecclesiastical 
direction.  When  he  learned  that  the 
Jomita  would  not  be  able  to  staff  the 
College,  he  applied  to  the  Basilians  in 
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Toronto  for  teachers*  Father  Joseph 
itlalbos,  C.S.B.y  came  to  Sandwich  in  the 
Pall  of  1^57  and  was  appointed  Superior 
of  Assumption  ^ollege.  The  enrolment 
now  reached  one  hundred.  The  staff  was 
anCPMnted  by  a  number  of  seminarians* 
Father  Kalbos  stayed  only  one  year* 
During  his  short  regime  the  College  vas 
incorporated  by  a  Public  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Prorince  of  Canada , 
wldch  received  Royal  Assent  on  August 
I6y  185^*  The  Corporation  consisted  of 
the  Bishop  of  London,  and  the  faculty 
of  the  College*  The  Act  gare  the  Cor- 
poration *full  power  to  make  and  estab«» 
liah  such  and  so  aany  rules ,  orders  and 
rogolations  (xiot  being  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  this  country  or  this  Act)  as 
they  may  deem  useful  or  necessary,  as 
well  concerning  the  system  of  education 
as  for  the  conduct  and  government  of  the 
said  College,  and  of  any  other  insti- 
tution or  school  connected  with  or  de- 
pandent  on  the  same**  (22  Victoria  136). 

Assumption  College  was  now  opened, 
placed  under  ecclesiastical  control  and 
incorporated*  That  ends  scene  one*  Time 
does  not  permit  to  trace  the  many  trials 
and  vicissitudes  of  this  infant  estab- 
lishment during  the  next  dozen  years* 
It  would  seem  that  Divine  Providence 
sometimes  deals  with  Institutions  as 
with  individuals,  wanting  them  to  pur- 
chase their  later  glories  at  the  cost 
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of  early  adversities.  These  years  were 
difficult  when  the  direction  of  the 
school  was  in  turn  in  the  hands  of 
diocesan  priests,  Benedictines,  and 
again  Mr.  Girardot  until  the  Basilians 
retiu-ned  in  1^70  to  establish  a  perman- 
ent foundation. 

In  any  case,  a  lamp  of  knowledge  %ca« 
lighted  in  1^57  on  Huron  Church  Line 
in  Sandv/ich,  Ontario  — -  a  feeble  flane 
which  like  a  candle  light  Might  have 
been  blown  out  by  the  gusts  of  adrer* 
sity,  but  which,  under  God,  by  the 
labors  and  sacrifices  of  many,  was  kept 
burning*  It  has  now  become  a  flaming 
torch  at  wir  ich  affiliated  schools  come 
to  light  their  lamps  —  an  eventuality 
wisely  provided  for  in  the  century  old 
Act  of  Incorporation.  May  this  torch 
continue  to  light  the  way  for  many  in 
the  paths  of  Justice  and  knowledge. 

As  tine-honoured  Assumption  enters  upon 
her  second  century  of  her  great  mission 
here,  and  we.  staff  and  students  of 
both  the  High  School  and  University 
Departments,  unite  in  the  glorious  "Te 
Deum^*  of  gratitude  to  God  for  past 
favours,  for  the  future  also  do  we  pay: 

"Do  thou,  0  Eternal  God,  Who  a  century 
ago  blessed  this  infant  school  and 
'placed  her  stones  in  order',  bless  her 
again  today.  Do  ^'hou,  through  the  inter- 
cession of  our  patroness.  Our  Lady  of 
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the  Assumption,  send  down  wisdom  that 
sltteth  by  Thy  Throne  to  Illumine  the 
■inds  and  purify  the  heax*ts  of  her  ad- 
Mini at raters,  teachers  and  students, 
that  they  may  all  use  Its  Increasing 
facilities  for  Thy  glory  and  for  the 
good  of  Thy  people •  Through  Christ 
Our  Lord.  Amen*"^ 


(Transcribed  from  a  copy  given  to 
Father  Robert  Scollard  by  Father 
Lajeunesse  and  then  deposited  In  the 
General  Archives  of  the  Baslllan 
Fathers*  ^^^  sermon  was  preached  In 
Assumption  ntiurch,  Windsor,  on  Febmarr 
10,  1957.) 
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Father  Richard  S.  Wood  was  bom  in 
Houston,  Texas y  on  June  26 ,  1916*  In 
May,  1934,  he  graduated  from  St.  Thomas 
High  School  in  that  city,  and  in  August 
entered  St.  basil's  Novitiate  in  Toronto < 
The  f ollovring  year  after  making  his 
first  profession  as  a  Basilian  schol* 
mstic,  he  was  appointed  to  studies  at 
Assumption  College, A'indsor,  Ont.  He 
was  awarded  his  B.A.  degree  in  1939* 
He  then  studied  theology  for  four  ytars 
at  St.  Basil's  Seminary,  '^'oronto,  wh«re 
hm  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  by 
Jajaes  Cardinal  McGuigan  on  August  1$, 
1943-  He  returned  to  Assumption  College 
in  1944*  Two  years  later  he  was  named 
treasurer  of  that  institution.  At  that 
post  he  remained  the  rest  of  his  life, 
spending  himself  in  the  seinrices  of 
others  without  counting  the  cost  in 
sacrifice. 

If  one  were  to  ask  what  ware  the  out- 
standing chax^cteristics  of  his  adminis- 
tration, it  would  be  easy  to  naaie   these 
two  —  orderliness  and  thoroughnoss. 
Before  any  new  undertaking  Father  Wood 
wanted  to  think  tha  matter  through,  and 
once  he  could  see  his  way  clear  to  do  a 
job,  he  brought  to  bear  upon  it  great 
attention  to  detail.  The  result  was 
invariably  a  job  well  done.  In  a  short 
space  of  time  he  became  a  pillar  on 
whom  Basllians  came  to  lean  heavily, 
perhaps  too  heavily.  His  efforts  to 
carry  the  heavy  load  during  his  last 


LaJeunesM    FATHER  RICHARD  WOOD   40 

tifo  years  under  the  handicap  of  great 
physical  pain  form  a  chapter  of  heroic 
courage  unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of 
Basilian  history* 

The  order  that  was  so  srident  in  the 
aeooBplishaent  cf  his  daily  work  was 
consequent  upon  the  order  thst  reigned 
in  his  religious  and  sacerdotal  life* 
Of  him  it  may  be  said  with  truth  that 
he  strove  to  p\it  first  things  first^ 
following  the  injunction  of  the  Serraon 
on  the  Mount:  ♦•Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  His  justice**.  His  asny  chores 
waro  not  permitted  to  interfere  with  the 
conscientious  discharge  of  his  religious 
and  priestly  duties*  To  those  who  knew 
Mb  best  his  dignified  bearing  and  af> 
fable  manner  in  his  dealings  with  all 
classes  of  people  —  confreres,  pro- 
fasslonal  or  business  aien  and  women, 
particularly  students  and  employees  — 
were  but  outward  manifestations  of  a 
well  disciplined  character* 

As  ha  lived,  so  he  died*  On  being  told 
in  September  that  medically  speaking 
there  was  ho  hope  of  recovery  from  the 
■ali^nant  disease  that  had  been  gnawing 
away  at  him  for  nearly  two  years,  he 
proapred  to  die  with  the  same  courage 
and  thoroughness  with  which  he  had  met 
any  challenge  and  tackled  any  job.  Be- 
cause he  loved  the  Mass  and  prized  it 
as  the  priest^  highest  act,  he  vranted 
to  say  one  iK>ra  Mass  realizing  that  it 
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ifould  be  his  last.  With  God's  help  he 
did  so.  Two  weeks  before  he  died  he 
•Impressed  the  wish  that  he  might  be  able 
to  assist  at  one  more  Mass.  That  wish 
was  fulfilled  by  means  of  a  very  special 
privilege.  Diiring  his  last  week  upon 
•arth  he  said  he  would  like  to  die  on 
the  feast  of  the  Presentation  of  Our 
Blessed  Lady,  and  foretold  that  he  would. 
On  the  day  on  which  the  Church  cofluneffior- 
ates  B^ary's  presentation  of  herself  to 
God  in  the  Temple,  Father  Wood  desired 
to  px*esent  his  soul  to  his  Creator. 
God  granted  him  that  favor  also*  On 
tliat  Basilian  feast-day,  a  few  hours 
after  having  received  Holy  Comaiinion 
and  after  having  prayed  aloud  for  his 
relatives,  friends  and  benefactors,  he 
lapsed  into  a  coaa,  wherein  strengthened 
ky  the  repeated  prayers  of  his  confreres 
mad  assistants  he  waited  until  eight 
o'clock  that  evening  for  God  to  summon 
hlB. 

Father  Wood  has  departed,  but  his  nark 
will  rewdln  at  Assunption*  It  will  con« 
tinue  in  the  splendid  organization  that 
he  developed,  in  the  many  renovations 
and  alterations  that  he  effected,  but 
most  of  all  in  the  lives  of  many  people 
where  his  memory  will  continue  to  pro- 
duce the  fruits  of  godliness,  patience 
and  discipline — ^virtues  vdiich  he  so 
nobly  exercised  in  a  life  wholly 
dedicated  to  God.  R.I.P. 

(Abridged  from  the  funeral  sermon  preached 
by  Father  E.J.  Lajeunesse  in  Assumption 
Church,  Windsor.  Transcribed  from  Alumni 
Times.  Vol  2,  No.  1  {Winter  1957)  p.  12-13) 


Fullerton  —  FATHER  GEORGE  PHELAH   kZ 

Your   Excellency,  the  Bishop  of  London; 
Tour  Excellency,  Bisiop  Nelligan;  Right 
B«¥er«nd  Monsignori,  Very  Reverend  and 
E«T«r«id  Fathers,  listers.  Relatives 
and  Friends  of  Father  Phelan* 

We  are  assMbled  this  noming  to  offer 
with  our  Bishop  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of 
the  Mass  for  the  repose  of  Father  Phel- 
an* 8  soul*  On  behalf  of  the  Basilian 
Fathers,  sspecially  those  of  Assumption 
High  School,  I  wish  to  offer  deep  and 
sincere  syapathy  to  his  parents  who 
were  imable  to  come  here,  to  his  two 
brothers  and  his  sister  who  are  here, 
to  his  aunts,  to  his  other  relatives 
and  friends*  We  know  something  of  the 
greatness  of  your  loss  because  we  know 
tbs  greatness  of  our  own*  I  would  not 
9LWik   you  to  grieve*  The  huinan  ties  which 
bind  you  to  him  were  forged  by  the  hand 
of  God  and  they  cannot  be  bruken  by 
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death  without  causing  pain  and  heart- 
ache* But  I  would  ask  you  not  to  grieve 
as  those  who  have  no  hope.  I  would 
remind  you  of  the  words  of  the  Preface 
of  the  Mass  this  morning  that  in  death 
"life  is  changed,  not  taken  away***  I 
would  remind  you  that  the  separation 
begun  today  is  not  forever ,  it  is  a 
tmrnparary   separation*  I  would  ask  you 
to  look  forward  to  your  re-union  with 
him  in  Heaven  where  there  will  be  no 
■ore  suffering  nor  tears,  no  more  sep- 
arations and  heartache  and  where  the 
loneliness  of  the  years  will  be  forever 
put  aside* 

I  have  been  acquainted  with  Father  Phel- 
an  for  many  years.  During  the  past 
three  and  one-half  years  I  have  come  to 
\emm  him  very  well*  I  know  something 


Fxaierton  —  FATHER  GEORGE  PRELAW   44 

of  what  he  suffered  during  that  time* 
I  kaoif  aoAe  of  the  principles  which 
guided  his  life  and  made  it  possible 
for  him  to  endure  those  suffei^ings  with 
so  ouch  courage  and  so  much  cheerfulness* 

Hot  a  day  went  by  that  he  didn*t  have 
sone  i^iysieal  pain  and  often,  especially 
during  the  last  few  months,  that  pain 
was  intense  and  frequent*  He  was  a 
aan,  active  by  temperament*  His  phys- 
ical condition  forced  him  to  curtail 
his  activities  to  a  great  extent*  That 
hurt  him*  One  of  the  last  things  he 
said  was,  "Every  one  is  working  but  ma** 
Even  under  these  conditions,  he  did 
■ore  than  he  should  have*  His  zeal 
found  an  outlet  on  the  telephone  —  it 
was  for  him  an  apostolate*  By  this 
means  he  instructed,  encouraged  and 
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eonsoled  people  i^om  he  had  met  In  var- 
ious circumstances,  nany  of  them  in  the 
hospital  during  his  oiany  stays  there  as 
a  patient*  By  teaperasmit  he  liked  to 
be  with  people,  with  his  confreres* 
His  conditicm  forced  hia  to  spend  much 
of  his  tiffle  alone.  He  spent  that  tise 
well*  He  read  spiritual  books  constant- 
ly, his  visits  to  the  Blessed  Scararaent 
were  frequent,  he  had  a  great  love  for 
Our  Lady  and  her  Rosary* 

He  was  able  to  suffer  courageously  and 
cheerfully  because  of  the  principles 
which  guided  his  life*  Each  soul  is  a 
unique  creation  by  God*  Each  soul  goes 
to  God  in  its  own  way*  No  two  souls 
are  exactly  alike  and  no  two  souls 
reach  God  in  exactly  the  aamt   way*  But 
there  are  basic  patterns* 
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St.  John  the  Baptist  described  t)w 
spiritual  life  well  Kihen  he  said  of 
Christ,  "He  oust  incre?ise,  I  must  de- 
crease •**  The  soul  nust  gradually  learn 
to  "put  onChrist",  to  think  in  the  way 
Christ  would  have  him  think^  to  talk  in 
the  way  Christ  would  hare  him  talk,  to 
act  in  the  way  Christ  would  hare  him 
act*  Self  must  be  gradually  pushed 
«o^^etely  out  of  his  life  and  Christ 
allowed  to  take  orer,  so  that  finally 
the  smil  may  be  able  to  say  with  St. 
Paul,  *I  liYe,  yet  it  is  no  longer  I 
that  live,  but  Christ  lives  in  me*** 

Father  Phelan  had  a  great  love  for  the 
Little  Flower  and  a  great  devotion  to 
her.  She  had  her  "Little  Way"  to  God. 
It  was  based  on  two  convictions.  The 
first  was  that  she  had  an  absolute  con- 


Fullerton  —  FATHER  GEORGE  PHELAN   47 

Tiction  of  hmr  own  littleness ,  her  oim 
weakness,  her  CMn   nothingness*  The 
second  was  a  subliae  tz*ust  in  the  in- 
finite goodness,  aercy  and  kindness  of 
God,  her  aU-loving  Father* 

Father  Boyl^n,  the  Irish  Trappist  who 
died  but  a  year  or  two  ago  and  who 
preached  retreats  here  four  or  five 
years  ago  made  a  tremendous  impression 
on  Father  Phelan«  Father  Phelan  did 
not  sake  the  retreat  but  he  spend  a 
great  deal  of  tine  visiting  with  hin 
and  talking  with  him.  He  was  in  cofii* 
plete  agreement  with  Father  Boylan^s 
teaching  that  what  God  expects  of  us  is 
that  we  deliver  ourselves  ccmpletely 
to  Him  rather  than  that  we  "deliver  the 
goods "y  i.e«,  work  for  God*  Of  course 
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if  we  deliver  ourselves ,  dedicate  our- 
selves, commit t  ourselves  to  God  cob<- 
pletelj,  we  will  %«ork  for  HiA  as  He 
•iMWS  us  the  way  throu^  legit ioate 
authority  and  we  shall  avoid  the  risk 
of  falling  into  what  Doa  Chautard  called 
"the  heresy  of  good  works." 

Father  Phelan  would  have  agreed  i-dth  all 
three,  the  Baptist,  the  Little  Flower, 
and  Father  Boylan  for  in  essence  they 
are  saying  the  same  thing*  He  would 
also  be  in  complete  agreement  with  St* 
Paul  who  said,  "I  fill  up  in  my  own 
body  what  is  wanting  to  the  sufferings 
of  Christ."  Of  course  there  was  nothing 
wanting  to  the  suffering  endured  by 
Christ  two  thousand  years  ago  and  by 
iMans  of  which  He  redeemed  the  ^orld. 
But  Christ  lives  on— -not  in  His  physical 
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body  as  He  did  so  long  ago,  but 
in  His  Church  —  in  His  Mystical  Body, 
and  in  that  Church  He  continues  to 
livQ^  to  teach,  to  heal,  to  suffer  and 
will  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
In  a  word  Christ's  redeeming  act  con- 
tinues in  the  Church*  Since  we  are 
cells  in  that  Body,  He  lives  in  us, 
teaches  in  us,  heals  in  us,  suffers 
in  us  and  continues  His  redeaptiTe  act 
daily,  hourly,  each  soaent  through  us* 
Father  Phelan  realised  this.  In  the 
■idst  of  his  pain,  he  realized  that 
Christ  was  suffering  in  Him,  in  all  his 
frustrations  he  realized  that  Christ 
was  suffering  in  hi«,  in  ererything  he 
did,  in  everything  that  happened  to 
hiM,  he  realized  that  Christ  was  con- 
tinuing His  act  of  redemption  through 
him. 
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Because  of  what  we  know  of  Father  Phel- 

aa^s  life,  this  morning  we  are  sure  that 

he  net  a  oiereiful  judgnent  at  the  hands 

of  an  all-loving,  all  i^rcifuly  all-kind 

Christ*  We  have  every  reason  to  hope 

that  if  he  is  still  in  Purgatory,  his 

stay  will  be  short.  But  we  have  no 

right  to  presuBie  on  that  judgment  or  to 

■eke  that  judgment  for  Christ.  Father 

Pfaelaa  was  hunan  and  like  all  of  us,  he 

had  faults.  Let  us  not  forget  him  but 

continue  to  pray  for  him.  If  he  still 

needs  these  prayers,  we  sliall  have  the 

consolation  of  being  able  to  help  him* 

If  he  no  longer  needs  them,  I  am  sure 

Father  Phelan  will  ask  God  to  turn  them 

over  to  his  favorite  charity  —  the  poor, 

the  suffering,  the  down- trodden,  the 

little  ones  of  this  world. 

(Sermon  preached  at  the  funeral  of  Father 
George  Phelan.  Assumption  Church,  Windsor, 
February  10,  1965 •  Transcribed  from  the 
preacher's  oianuscript) 
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"The  Lord  made  a  covenant  of  peace  with 
him,  and  made  hia  a  prince  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, that  the  dignity  of  the  priest- 
hood should  be  his  forever."  Eccles. 
45,  30. 

Tour  Excellency,  Rt.  Rev.  and  Rev» 
Clergy,  and  Dear  Brethren: 

God  sanctified  him  in  his  faith  and 
meekness,  and  chose  hia  out  of  all 
flesh.  He  chose  him  out  of  all  men 
living,  to  offer  sacrifice  to  God,  in- 
cense and  a  good  savour,  for  a  memorial, 
to  sake  reconciliation  for  his  people, 
a  priest,  who  in  his  days  pleased  God, 
and  was  found  just.  God  made  an  ever- 
lasting covenant  with  him,  and  gave  him 
a  great  priesthood;  to  execute  the  of- 
fice of  the  priesthood,  and  to  have 
pi^ise  in  His  naae,  and  to  offer  hin  a 
worthy  incense  for  an  odour  of  sweet- 
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ness.  He  will  make  hira  blessed  in 
glory*  A  priest  of  God I  a  priest  for- 
ererl  Judged  by  the  thisigs  of  tine  a 
priest's  life  may  be  short  and  seea 
little  in  comparison  with  the  great 
ones  of  the  world;  in  God's  eyes  and 
the  eyes  of  the  smgels  one  Mass  lifts 
the  consecrated  young  priest,  one  Mass, 
yes,  lifts  him  far  above  the  stars. 
He  is  beloved  of  God^  and  men,  to  be  a 
priest  of  God J  the  years  do  not  matter. 
TiflM  does  not  matter.  God  glorifies 
him  in  the  sight  of  the  great  men  of 
the  earth,  and  his  memory  will  be  in 
benediction.  God  is  so  good  to  his 
priests  —  out  of  His  overflowing  love 
He  calls  His  priest.  He  takes  him  al- 
most with  loving  force. 
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When  the  king  delivered  Daniel  to  the 
Babylonians y  they  cast  hira  into  the  den 
of  lions,  and  he  was  there  six  days* 
And  all  the  time  no  food  was  given  to 
the  seven  lions ,  that  they  might  devour 
Daniel.  At  that  time  there  was  a  pro- 
phet in  Judaea  named  Habacuc,  and  lie 
had  some  boiled  meat  and  broken  bread 
in  a  bowl,  and  was  going  into  the  field 
to  carry  it  to  the  reapers.  An  angel 
of  the  Lord  said  to  Habacuc:  carry  the 
dinner  which  you  have  into  Babylon,  to 
Daniel  who  is  in  the  lion*s  den.  Baby- 
lon was  hundreds  of  miles  away.  Habacuc 
said,"!  never  saw  Babylon,  nor  do  I 
know  the  den."  And  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  took  him  by  the  top  of  his  head, 
and  carried  him,  and  set  him  in  Babylon 
over  the  den  in  the  fore  of  his  spirit 
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and  he  cried  out  saying,  '•Daniel,  thou 
servant  of  God,  take  the  dinner  that 
God  has  sent  you.**  And  Daniel  said, 
"Thou  hast  remembered  me,  0  God,  and 
Thou  has  not  forgotten  them  that  love 
Thee**.  And  Daniel  rose  and  ate*   And 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  set  Habacuc  again 
in  his  own  place* 

This  is  the  way  God  acts  with  His 
priests*  Through  no  merits  of  their 
0im  He  chooses  them  out  of  all  men*  He 
gives  them  what  makes  them  lovable  and 
then  He  loves  them  with  an  everlasting 
love*  Without  merit  in  them,  it  is  a 
gratuitous  love,  freely  given,  unde- 
served* It  is  this  that  gives  the 
priest  courage  in  his  weakness,  in  the 
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deep  consciousness  of  his  unworthiness* 
He  knows  so  veil  he  never  was  worthy; 
God  knew,  and  took  him  as  he  was,  and 
gave  him  grace  and  beauty ,  adorned  his 
soul,  and  then  loved  him  for  the  trans- 
cendent beauty  of  soul  which  He  had 
given  hiffl*  It  gives  the  priest  in  the 
darkest  hours  of  the  Gethsemaini  that 
is  the  lot  of  every  priest  (he  is  no 
better  than  the  First-borri  of  his 
priestly  order)  it  gives  him  the  courage 
of  trust.  He  knows  he  cannot  count  on 
himself  for  anything,  bvLt   in  his  trust 
in  the  abounding  love  of  God,  he  can 
walk  upmi  the  waves.  The  gratuitous, 
free-given  love  of  God  to  choose  one 
boy  in  a  family,  in  a  parish,  and  leave 
the  rest,  good  boys,  many  many  good  boys, 
and  in  the  great  mystery  of  the  human 
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heart  whose  secrets  only  God  Himself 
knows,  oftentimes  seemingly  better  boys 
are  left.  Only  God  knovfs  why  He  chooses 
and  seals  those  who  are  to  be  most  His 
owiiy  and  help  Him  carry  on  the  great 
work  of  Redesption  which  still  con- 
tinues on  and  will  end  only  on  the  last 
day  of  time. 

After  the  flight  from  Egypt,  for  many 
generations,  the  Hebrew  people  were 
governed  by  Judges  chosen  and  commis- 
sioned by  God.  At  length  the  people 
aurmured  and  asked  to  be  like  the  people 
round  about  then,  and  have  a  king.  At 
God's  word  Samuel  anointed  Saul  king. 
Saul  did  not  please  God,  and  God  cut 
him  off,  him  and  his  family.  God  told 
Samuel  to  offer  sacrifice  at  Bethlem 
where  Isai  lived,  and  to  call  Isai  to 
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the  sacrifice.  He  told  Samuel  to  an- 
ointas  king  the  one  He  would  point  out. 
Sanuel  did  as  he  was  told,  and  came  to 
Bet hi em;  he  sanctified  Isai  and  hi a 
sons,  and  called  then  to  the  sacrifice. 
Ifhicn  they  were  come  in  he  saw  the  oldest 
and  asked y  "Is  this  the  Lord's  anointed?" 
And  the  Lord  said  to  Samuel:  "Do  not 
look  at  his  face,  or  his  height;  because 
I  have  rejected  him,  nor  do  I  jucge  ac- 
cording to  the  look  of  man:  for  man 
sees  those  tl:iings  that  appear,  but  the 
I^ord  beholdeth  the  heart."  And  Isai 
brought  his  sons  to  Samuel  one  after 
the  other,  seven  sons  he  brought,  and 
it  was  the  same.  The  Lord  did  not  want 
anyone  of  them.   And  Samuel  asked  Isai 
if  tliat  was  all,  if  he  had  any  more 
sons.  He  answered  that  there  was  an- 
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other,  a  young  one  (he  was  only  fifteen 
years  old),  and  he  was  tending  the 
sheep*  And  Saimiel  said,  ''Send  and 
fetch  him.*'  And  he  sent  and  brought 
hi«,  and  the  Lord  said  to  Samiel,  ^ Arise 
and  anoint  him,  for  this  is  he."  Then 
Samuel  took  the  horn  of  oil,  and  anointed 
hiffl  in  the  midst  of  his  brethren:  and 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  down  upon 
David  from  that  day  forward.  Out  of 
all  the  families  of  the  twelve  tribes, 
Isai  was  chosen,  the  others  were  left, 
and  out  of  the  eight  sons  of  Isai,  it 
was  David  who  was  chosen  and  the  others 
were  left.  And  judging  as  men  judge, 
he  was  the  last  one  of  the  eight  who 
would  have  been  chosen,  because  God 
sees  inside  the  heart.  So  it  is  v/ith 
God  and  His  priests.  For  king  of  his 
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chosen  people  He  passed  oyer  everyone 
in  all  the  land  and  picked  out  an  ob- 
sctire  little  boy  who  was  out  in  the  pas- 
ture field  tending  sheep.  He  wanted  to 
bring  home  the  fact  and  the  lesson  for 
all  time  that  He  chooses  His  priests 
from  no  merit  of  their  own,  and  they  do 
not  do  the  choosing,  dhl  the  depths  of 
the  riches  of  the  wisdom,  and  of  the 
knowledge  of  God I 

VImd  the  priest  at  Hass  bends  over  the 
altar  at  the  tiae  of  consecration  and 
his  lips  utter  the  words,  "This  is  Viy 
Body — ",  it  is  his  voice,  it  is  his 
lips,  it  is  no  longer  he  who  speaks, 
it  is  Christ  vVho  lives  in  him,  and 
speaks  through  his  voice,  using  his 
body.  Christ  and  he  are  that  close. 
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It  is  not  his  own  body  that  the  priest 
holds  in  his  hands,  it  is  Christ *s  body* 
The  priest  acts  for  Christ,  or  rather 
Christ  continues  the  work  of  liedemption 
Himself  working  through  His  priest.   I 
will  not  take  the  rest  of  the  priest ^s 
%#ork  where  Christ  works  through  hi« 
like  that*   ^his  is  enough  to  bring  out 
the  indescribable  unity  of  Christ  with 
the  f alien,  weak  nature  of  the  priest. 
The  priest  is  the  instrument  of  Christ, 
and  of  God  in  completing  the  work  of  the 
Incarnation  which  is  the  perfect  union 
of  Man's  fallen  nature  with  the  rery 
life  of  God.  For  that  is  what  it  means, 
that  by  grace  which  flows  into  souls 
oainly  through  the  sacraments,  and  so, 
very  much  through  the  instrumentality 
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of  the  priests,  souls  here  on  earth 
participate  in  the  very  life  of  God, 
taste  beforehand  a  beginning  of  eter- 
nal life  in  heaven •   In  God  we  live, 
and  move;  He  is  in  us  and  we  in  Hira. 
Re  penetrates  and  permeates,  through 
and  throuch*  Every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  state  of  grace  shares  in 
the  divine  life  of  God.  ^e  is  so  iiiuch 
to  them,  so  close,  that  He  is  closer 
to  theffl  than  they  are  to  themselves. 
This  is  Christian  life,  (not  that  it  is 
confined  to  those  who  belong  externally 
and  formally  to  the  Church  as  baptized 
Catholics;  wherever  there  are  good  men 
and  good  women,  there  is  Christian  life, 
and  again  only  God  Who  sees  into  hearts 
can  judge  and  liiait  the  nusber)  this, 
then,  is  Christian  life.  It  was  for 
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this  the  Word  became  flesh,  that  fallen 
nature  should  be  lifted  up  infinitely 
above  what  nature  ever  could  be  by  it- 
self ,  and  with  the  infused  virtues  and 
the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  share  in 
the  divine  life  of  the  Trinity. 

These  are  only  very  brief  indications 
of  the  miracle  of  the  Christian  life, 
of  ehrist's  life  in  the  Church,  and  the 
priest's  part  in  it,  and  it  is  all  be- 
cause of  the  occasion  that  has  brought 
as  together,  to  do  homage,  respect,  and 
reverence  to  the  priesthood  in  that 
sweet  little  martyr.  Father  Flanagan, 
and  to  pray  for  his  dear  soul*  If  ever 
there  was  a  martyr  among  the  Basilians, 
there  is  one  lying  before  us,  now,  and 
before  the  altar.  He  was  ordained 
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thirteen  years,  and  I  know  no  one  who 
suffered  so  ouch*   And  he  was  so  faiths 
fuly  so  patient*  No  tongue  could  tell 
what  he   suffered  from  his  asthma  even 
before  he  was  ordained.  Only  yesterday 
one  of  the  older  priests  mentioned 
Father  Flanagan  and  another  as  the  two 
best  young  teachers  and  schoolmen  that 
he  had  known  in  over  fifty  years  of  col- 
lege life*  All  in  his  class  and  around 
his  tiae  loved  him,  and  their  hearts 
went  out  to  him*  I  knew  him  well*   I 
was  in  charge  of  the  Seminary  during  his 
theology  course ,  and  taught  him*  He  was 
a  man  of  fine  ability,  a  faithful  worker, 
a  willing,  an  exemplary  religious,  a 
good  priest*  He  had  a  heavy  cross*  But 
he  was  a  priest,  he  is  a  priest I  What 
else  matters*  God  did  not  spare  him 
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for  many  years  —  but  he  Is  a  priest* 
The  holy  souls  are  glad,  the  angels  re- 
joice; a  year  in  the  priesthood,  one 
day  eren,  makes  glad  the  hearts  of 
■others  and  fathers,  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, and  distant  relations.  God  has 
been  good  to  them,  God  has  chosen  one 
froffl  anong  theia  and  taken  hia  to  Himself 
as  His  own,  as  He  choses  David  of  the 
family  of  Isai,  a  privileged  family. 
7«ii  are  happy  to  give  him  to  God.  You 
will  not  fear  for  him.  God  loves  him 
and  has  dravm  him.  Tet  your  hearts  ar« 
overflowing  with  grief,  and  it  is  right 
for  you  to  be  so.  You  know  he  is  better 
off.  You  would  not  ask  him  back.  It 
is  one  of  the  great  mysteries  of  life 
that  do  not  fit  into  the  frames  of  logic. 
The  divine  life  of  the  soul  is  a  con- 
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stant  movement*  God  pours  out  His  light 
and  lore  upon  the  soul  through  the  vir- 
tues and  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  ^host, 
out  of  the  great  deep  of  His  Godhead , 
and  in  answer  to  this  loTe,  aeeting  it 
and  penetrated  by  it,  interpenetrated, 
man*s  soul,  from  the  deep  Biystery  of 
his  being,  aspires  to  God,  his  last 
end.   Deep  calls  on  deep,  and  this  is 
life,  divine  life.  But  all  the  time 
Aan  is  soul  and  body  and  belongs  to  this 
world.  He  is  not  an  angelic  being.   All 
his  human  nature  remains,  with  its  weak- 
nesses and  with  its  virtues  too,  with 
its  pure  loves*  That  is  why  you  grieve 
today  at  your  loss.   I'hat  is  why  Our 
Blessed  Lady*s  heax*t  was  broken  with 
grief.  She  knew  her  son  caae  to  suffer 
for  the  world  and  to  die^  and  that  it 
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was  the  will  of  His  Heavenly  Father; 
whm  was  happy,  and  yet  she  i.<«  the  Mother 
of  Sorrows,   He  was  every  ounce  a  man, 
always  the  priest.  You  do  well  to 
grieve  for  him.  We  grieve  too,  and  we 
shall  miss  him.   It  will  comfort  you 
to  know  that  as  long  as  there  are  Basil- 
ians  he  will  be  remefflbered  in  their 
prayers  and  in  their  Masses* 

And  now  we  will  bid  him  a  last  and  fond 
farewell y  trusting  hia  to  God,  and  to 
that  peace  for  which  he  longed.  Amen. 


(Funeral  sermon  for  Father  J.B.  Flanagan, 
preached  by  Father  Henry  Carr,  Superior 
General,  on  May  6,  1942,  in  Assumption 
Church,  Windsor.  Transcribed  from  a 
carbon  copy  of  the  preacher's  manuscript 
la  the  General  Archives  of  the  Basilian 
Fathers) 
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•••  Blessed  Lord  came   upon  earth  and 
suffered  for  us*  tfe  are  not  as  men 
without  hope*  Death  is  not  the  end* 
It  is  rather  the  beginning  and  Holy 
Church  is  right  in  telling  us  even  at 
the  Mass  for  the  Dead  to  join  our 
voices  with  the  angelic  choirs  of 
lisaTsa  and  sing  a  song  of  joy  and  glory, 

St*  Thoaas  tells  us,  "The  purpose  that 
the  Son  of  God,  in  assuming  the  nature 
of  san,  had,  was  to  show  His^doings  and 
sufferings  that  nen  ought  to  count  as 
nothing  temporal  woes  and  tamporal 
blessings,  lest  through  an  inordinate 
love  of  ephemeral  realities  they  should 
be  indifferent  to  and  detached  from  the 
spiritual  realities."  How  small  and 
insignificant  now  are  the  things  of 
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this  world.  Not  tiiat  they  have  not 
their  due  importance*  Indeed  the  mean* 
ing  of  St*  ThoiaaSy  as  the  theologian  of 
the  Church,  lies  precisely  in  this, 
that  he  gives  to  the  thin>:,s  and  the 
matters  of  this  world  tlieir  due  import- 
ance in  the  scale  of  values*  He  does 
not  mean  that  we  must  not  work  hard  in 
our  daily  life  and  make  the  best  of  the 
temporal  gifts  God  has  given  us*  Each 
one  in  the  walk  of  life  to  which  he  has 
been  called  by  God  should  give  the  best 
that  is  in  hiK,  to  do,  as  far  as  lies 
within  him,  in  all  perfection  the  temp- 
oral work  that  falls  to  his  lot.   At 
the  same  time  his  eye  must  ever  look 
aloft  and  keep  in  mind  that  the  things 
of  this  world  are  but  of  the  moment  and 
soon  pass.  The  only  reality  that  is 
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worth  considering,  the  only  true  real- 
ity, is  the  spiritual  reality  of 
eternity. 

So  it  is  that  the  faithful  understand 
that  temporal  woes  or  temporal  blessings 
oean  little  or  nothing*  The  longer  w« 
pass  along  the  way  of  life  the  better 
mrm  we  able  to  see  this  great  truth* 
Things  that  seemed  tremendously  import- 
ant at  the  time,  in  the  retrospective 
years  dwindle  in  importance  and  finally 
sink  into  insignificance*  As  we  near 
the  goal  we  are  more  able  to  see  the 
meaning  of  Christ *s  mission  for  us, 
that  He  came  to  sare  us  from  this  world 
and  to  bring  us  safely  into  the  bosom 
of  His  Father. 

So  it  is  that  our  Blessed  Lord  brings 
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us  great  comfort  in  our  trials,  in  all 
our  sufferings,  but  most  of  all  when 
it  comes  time  to  die,  whether  for  our- 
selves or  for  those  that  are  dear  to 
us.   ^here  is  no  reason  for  discourage- 
ment, no  reason  for  depression.  The 
future  holds  brightness  and  hope  and 
joy*  We  have  our  Blessed  Lord.  He 
died  for  us  and  He  showed  us  how  to 
die.  In  His  Death  is  our  hope  and  our 
salvation. 

This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  tears 
are  out  of  place  for  those  we  love 
dearly.  St.  Bernard,  one  of  the  great- 
est preachers  of  all  time,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  saints  and  doctors  of  the 
Church,  teaches  us  what  is  right  on 
this  point.  Perliaps  the  greatest  sermon 


Carr  FATHER  THOMAS  ROACH        71 

that  he  eyer  preached  was  at  the  funeral 
of  his  own  younger  brother*  Indeed  it 
is  one  of  the  gems  of  all  literature* 
ETen  after  the  lapse  of  all  these  cen- 
turies, it  still  has  power  to  move  to 
tears.  The  love  he  bore  his  brother 
was  so  great  that  his  heart  was  almost 
broken  and  he  broke  down  in  the  sermon 
and  could  not  go  on* 

Our  Blessed  Lord  Himself  was  sent  for 
hf  Martha  and  Mary  when  Lazarus  their 
brother  died*  He  reached  them  on  the 
fourth  day*  They  told  Him  that  if  He 
had  been  there  their  brother  would  not 
have  died*  It  seemed  as  if  His  heart 
was  broken*  He  groaned  in  spirit  and 
He  wept.  The  Gospel  tells  us,  "Jesus 
wept"*  Our  Blessed  Lord  felt  so  grief- 
stricken  for  Martha  and  Mary  and  He 
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grieved  so  much  for  Lazarus,  for  He 
loved  theiB  all  three,  that  He  cried* 
He  raised  to  life  the  daughter  of  Jai- 
rus*  He  raised  to  life  the  widow's 
son*  He  showed  us  that  it  is  human  and 
natural  to  mourn  for  our  friends  and 
w««p  for  them*  There  is  no  conflict 
between  this  and  what  I  said  a  moment 
ago*  There  is  a  place  for  both*  kfhen 
the  tears  come  at  the  sight  of  our 
loved  ones  cold  in  death,  we  can  Join 
our  tears  with  those  of  our  Blessed 
Lord  over  the  dead  Lasarus* 

TlMse  tears  are  the  mazic  of  the  sorrows 
of  this  world  and  we  can  look  through 
th«B  and  smile  through  them  and  know 
that  those  that  we  are  going  to  miss 
so  much  are  happy  beyond  the  dreams  of 
this  world* 
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W«  are  joined  together  this  morning  in 
this  Bingled  sorrow ,  coi&fox*ty  and  con- 
fidence, to  offer  up  the  redeeming  Sac- 
rifice £nd  our  own  prayers  for  the  re- 
pose of  the  soul  of  a  priest  and  religi- 
ous of  many   years.  Father  Thonas  Roach 
has  been  a  faithful  religious  for  forty 
years.  St*  Thomas  teaches  us  that  the 
constant  practice  of  Tirtue  is  hard  at 
first  but  after  a  time  begets  in  us 
habits  of  soul  that  render  them  easy  and 
pleasing.  That  is  why  the  observance 
of  the  rule  of  religious  life  does  not 
■eem  much  to  those  who  are  accustomed 
to  it  and  even  to  those  on  the  outside 
looking  in  but  the  Little  Flower  has 
shown  us  that  the  religious  life,  when 
faithfully  observed,  can  be  a  martyrdom. 
She  was,  of  course,  exceptional  but  in 
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a  lesser  degree  it  is  true  of  all  faith- 
ful religious  and  Father  Thomas  Roach 
was  a  faithful  religious  for  all  thes© 
years.   He  was  outstanding  in  his 
great  faith  and  obedience* 

As  a  student  at  College  and  as  a  young 
man  he  was  one  of  the  greatest  athletes 
of  his  day*  His  fame  extended  far  be- 
yond the  College' walls*  His  strength, 
speedy  and  skill  in  all  the  different 
games  played  in  after  years  became  a 
legend  for  the  students  of  his  student 
days* 

To  all  with  whoa  he  came  in  contact  he 
was  known  for  his  kindly  disposition 
united  to  an  indomitable  will  and 
strength  of  character  that  had  no 
superiors*  Once  a  friend,  he  was  always 
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a  friend.  These  traits  of  character 
in  the  boy  and  the  young  man  continued 
in  the  man   and  marked  him  through  his 
life  as  an  able  business  man  and  as  a 
Mm  among  men,  as  a  religious ,  as  a 
priest. 

For  aany  years  he  discharged ,  with  great 
ability,  the  duties  of  Bursar  and  Bus- 
lAMs  ExecutiYe  at  St.  Michael's, 
Assumption  ^ollege,  in  New  Brunswick 
and  in  Texas.  The  later  years  of  his 
life  have  been  spent  in  parochial  work 
Ia  Owen  Soiind,  Toronto,  and  Detroit. 
The  people  of  Owen  Sound,  particularly, 
will  reverence  the  memory  of  a  good 
priest,  a  good  pastor,  a  warm  friend. 
His  sermons  will  always  be  remembered, 
for  few  priests  ever  gave  more  con- 
scientious work  to  his  sermons  than  he 
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did*  His  heart  remained  in  Owen  Sound 
i'arish  among  those  he  loved  so  aiuch* 

The  faithful  pray  often  that  God  may 
not  take  us  away  by  a  sudden  death, 
without  preparation.  It  is  given  to 
few  to  be  blessed  with  such  a  death  as 
blessed  our  dead  brother.  From  the 
ffloment  it  was  decided  to  operate ,  he 
knew  he  was  going  to  die.  He  enjoyed 
the  full  use  of  all  his  faculties,  as 
■uch  as  at  any  time  in  his  life.  He 
prepared  to  go  before  the  judgement 
seat  of  Christ  in  a  way  that  would  be 
a  model  for  his  fellow  priests,  his 
confreres  in  religion,  for  the  faithful 
at  large.  He  was  not  without  fear,  a 
holy  f«ar,  but  with  a  fulness  of  faith 
he  threw  himself  upon  the  prayers  of 
the  faithful,  the  power  of  the  Church, 
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upon  the  raercy  of  Christ,  and  went  to 
It  his  God. 


The  BasLlians  see  in  him  another  land- 
aazic  passing*  Of  late  years  God  has 
blessed  us  with  growth.  Older  men  are 
few  and  we  feel  the  loss*  To  the  meai'- 
bers  of  his  family  our  hearts  go  out 
and  our  prayers  in  sympathy  in  their 
loss* 

Father  Thomas  Roach  is  dead*  We  must 
now  pray  our  last  tribute  to  his  earthly 
remains*  1  know  his  life  is  safe*  Even 
so,  we  are  sinful  creatures*  The  Church 
teaches  us  by  prayers  and  Masses  for  the 
dead 9  for  all  the  dead,  for  priest s,  for 
bishops,  for  popes,  that  we  are  weak, 
sinful  creatures,  and  that  nothing  de- 
filed can  enter  Heaven*  It  would  be 
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difficult  to  put  it  clearer  than  in  the 

ifords  of  the  hymn  of  the  Mass: 

What  shall  ray  guilty  conscience  plead, 
And  who  for  me  will  intercede, 

When  even  Saints  forgiveness  need? 

And  in  the  Absolution  of  the  Burial 

Service:  "Enter  not  into  judgement  with 

thy  servant,  0  Lord." 


(Transcribed  from  the  author's  manu- 
script in  the  General  Archives  of  the 
Basilian  Fathers*  Sermon  preached  by 
Father  i^enry  Carr,  Superior  General, 
at  the  funeral  of  Father  Thomas  Roach 
in  St*  Basil's  Church,  Toronto, 
September  1936*  During  the  sermon  the 
first  page  fell  from  the  pulpit  and 
was  never  re-united  with  the  other 
pages). 
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My  dear  Coafreres: 

Since  we  aet  last 
suiiiiier  for  retreat  events  of  very  un- 
usual importance  for  us  have  trans- 
pired, ^hat  they  were  you  are  all 
aware •  However,  in  spite  of  the  gen- 
eral knowledge  and  because  of  the 
importance  of  the  events,  I  propose  to 
speak  of  them  at  considerable  length 
during  the  present  retreat. 

A  little  more  than  two  years  ago  Rome 
convoked  a  general  chapter  to  be  held 
in  Toronto  during  the  sumi.er  vacation 
of  1921.  That  chapter  did  not  convene, 
for  on  the  eve  of  the  roeeting  the 
French  Province  for  reasons  best  known 
to  itself  asked  Rome  to  exempt  its 
members  from  attendance  and  at  the  same 
time  it  petitioned  Rome  for  a  complete 
separation  of  the  two  provinces.  When 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Canada  was 
informed  of  tliis  step,  it  invited  the 
delegates-elect  of  our  province  to  meet 
in  loronto  and  consider  what  action  had 
best  be  taken  in  the  interest  of  members 
here  in  America.   On  the  advice  of  the 
Capitulants,  the  Provincial  Council  of 
this  country  seconded  at  Rome  the 
petition  of  the  French  Province  for 
complete  separation.   In  due  courj^e 
Rome  acceded  to  the  united  request  and 
by  Decree,  date  June  14,  1922,  erected 
the  two  provinces  into  two  distinct 
Institutes  or  Congregations  and  con- 
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voked  a  General  Chapter  in  each  as  soon 
as  possible.  Rome  pointed  out  the  work 
of  these  chapters vere  to  do.  After  the 
election  of  the  General  Curia,  it  was 
their  business  to  give  their  attention 
to  the  affairs  of  the  Institutes  and 
particularly  to  revise  their  Constitu- 
tions to  conform  to  the  Codex  Juris 
Canonici  and  to  adapt  them  to  the  nev; 
condition.  That  done,  the  Constitutions 
were  to  be  forwarded  to  Rome  for  re- 
vision and  approbation. 

In  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  Rome, 
the  General  Chapter  that  met  in  Toronto 
in  August  of  last  year  found  itself 
confronted  by  a  serious  difficulty.  To 
make  plain  the  nature  of  the  problem 
before  the  Chapter,  it  is  necessary  to 
review  somewhat  the  early  history  of 
our  organization.   In  its  inception 
more  than  100  years  ago  it  was  sijiply 
an  association  of  diocesan  priests  in 
France,  drawn  together  by  a  common 
desire  to  repair  as  far  as  lay  in  their 
power  in  their  native  diocese  the  rav- 
ages of  the  French  Hevolucion  particu- 
larly in  the  field  of  education  of 
Catholic  youth.  The  association  grew 
and  the  work  expanded  in  the  course  of 
the  first  f ity  years  into  several 
neighboring  dioceses.   It  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  iJhurch  and  Rome  gave 
it  a  Decretum  laudis  in  IB37.  The 
effect  of  this  decree  was  to  make  it 
juris  pontificii,  that  is  to  say  de- 
pendent on  Rome  but  not  to  change  its 
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nature.  It  remained  an  association  of 
secular  clergy.  Such  it  was  at  the 
tiiae  the  first  colony  was  established 
in  Aaerlca*  The  first  priests  of  St. 
Basil  to  come  to  ^oronto  from  France, 
Fathers  Soulerin,  Moloney  and  Malbos, 
with  their  two  aids,  Messrs.  Flannery 
and  Vincent,  were  seculars  without 
▼ows  of  any  kind. 

These  men,  however,  had  scarcely  begun 
work  in  America,  when  at  the  instigation 
or  inspiration  of  a  prelate  friend  of 
the  society  an  agitation  began  in  France 
for  a  more  permanent  organization  ce- 
mented together  by  vows.  Xhe  motive 
seemed  to  be  to  secure  stability  to 
their  developing  and  spreading  foun- 
dations. The  result  of  this  agitation 
was  that  the  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  association  bound  theaselv^s  in 
the  50*3  of  the  last  centux^r  by  vows. 
3omm   few  declined  to  take  that  step  and 
withdrew  from  the  association.  A  small 
number,  v/hiie  declining  to  take  vov;s, 
r«Maia«d  till  their  death  with  the 
•iijority. 

To  insure  still  more  the  stability  for 
¥rtiich  it  hoped,  the  community,  as  it 
was  called,  applied  in  1^63  to  Rome 
for  approbation,  approbation  of  the 
•rganization  and  approbation  of  its 
Constitution.  The  petition  was  ac- 
companied by  commendatory  letters  of 
several  Bishops  of  France  and  a  copy 


Forster  THE  VOW  OT  POVERTY      tZ 

of  the  Constitution.  Pope  Pius  IX  ap- 
proved that  same  year  the  Institute 
but  dfeferifeci  the  approbation  of  the 
Constitution. 

Here  it  is  important  to  advert  to  cer- 
tain facts.  The  correspondence  that 
took  place  between  Annonay  and  Toronto 
in  the  pC's  gives  a  full  history  of 
the  agitation  for  vows.  That  corjres- 
pondence  was  submitted  during  the  past 
winter  to  Father  Murray  and  myself  for 
•xamnation.  It  revealed  the  attitude 
of  the  sen  of  France  and  the  raen  of 
Toronto.  There  v/as  difference  of 
opinioxi  as  to  the  wisdois  of  the  step. 
Sonie  felt  vows  were  necessary  or  at 
loast  expedient;  others  felt  that  they 
were  neither  necessary-  nor  expedient. 
But  there  was  no  question  of  modified 
vows.  For  the  turth  of  this  statement 
I  sb^ll  have  to  ask  you  to  take  ny 
word.  The  corresponaence  bearing  upon 
it  remains  in  France.   In  the  petition 
to  Rome,  there  was  no  question  of  a 
modified  vow  of  poverty.   In  the  Decree 
of  Pius  IX  we  find  these  words:  Socii, 
praeter  simplicia  vota  consueta, 
paupertatis,  obedientlae  et  castitatis, 
et  aliud  stabilitatis  votum  emittunt. 
Votum  concuetum  et  votum  qualificatum 
are  two  different  things.  Where  did 
the  Pope  get  the  notion  that  the  mem- 
bers took  the  ordinary  simple  vows. 
Ifanifestly  from  the  petitioners.   Cer- 
tainly they  did  not  intend  to  practice 
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deception  in  order  to  get  approbation^ 
Ve  must,  therefore  conclude  that  the 
members  meant  to  bind  themselves  by  the 
simple  usual  vow  of  poverty. 

Some  will  say,  where  then  did  the  notion 
of  a  qualified  vow  come  from?  It  v/as 
found  in  the  Constitution  presented  to 
Soae  when  approbation  was  sought  in 
1^3*  And  what  appeared  in  the  Consti- 
tution showed  that  the  petitioners  did 
not  understand  thoroughly  the  vow  of 
poverty  that  was  demanded  of  religious. 
It  could  not  show  in  the  face  of  what 
baa  already  been  said  that  the  petition- 
ers did  not  intend  to  bind  themselves 
by  the  ordinary  simple  vow.  ^'here  is 
nothing  extraordinary  about  or  in  their 
mistaken  idea.  Last  year  our  chapter 
drew  up  a  revised  Constitution.  It  had 
in  ralnd  to  make  the  Constitution  confons 
in  everything  to  the  requirements  of 
Canon  Law.  Will  Rome  approve  it  as  it 
was  presented?  If  she  makes  no  change, 
it  will  be  little  short  of  a  miracle. 
If  she  makes  numerous  changes  we  ought 
not  to  be  surprised.  Me   had  a  Consti- 
tution to  guide  us  and   we  had  the  Codex 
as  well.  The  framers  of  the  original 
Constitution  had  to  strike  ouc;  for 
themselves.  They  had  only  their  rules, 
their  practices  and  their  experiences 
to  guide  them.  Their  idea  of  poverty 
was  not  the  idea  of  Rome.  The  Institute 
got  approbation;  the  Constitution  did 
not,  the  qualified  vow  of  poverty  that 
appeared  in  the  Constitution  did  not. 
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What  ought  to  have  been  done  vdthin  the 
Institute  immediately  following  the 
Decree  of  Pope  Pius  IX  was  to  harmonize 
the  Constitution  with  the  law  of  the 
Church  for  religious  congregations  or 
hand  back  the  charter  which  the  Pope 
had  given  and  renounce  the  privileges 
and  favors  it  conferred.  Neither  step 
was  taken,  possibly  because  the  ob- 
ligation was  not  understood.  In  the 
decades  following  the  issue  of  the 
charter  several  revisions  of  the  Con- 
stitutions took  place  but  we  could  find 
no  evidence  that  they  were  submitted 
to  Rome  for  examination  before  1^96. 
In  that  year  after  a  revision  of  the 
Constitutions,  they  were  laid  before 
Roa*  with  an  appeal  for  definitive  ap-> 
probation*  Rome  refused  the  petition 
and  issued  an  order  for  a  revision  em- 
bracing numerous  animadversions  that 
she  gave.  The  first  of  these  called 
for  the  simple  vow  of  poverty  unqual- 
ified, the  second  demanded  the  insertion 
in  the  Constitution  of  an  article  im- 
posing the  obligation  of  the  vita 
communis.  On  the  receipt  of  these 
instructions  strong  representations 
were  made  to  Rome  by  the  Superior  Gen- 
eral in  which  he  appealed  for  author- 
ization for  the  continued  observance 
of  the  vow  of  poverty  as  it  had  been 
taekn  in  the  Institute  in  the  past.  By 
Decree,  dated  May4»  1^9^ ,  the  Sacred 
Congregation  of  Bishops  and  Regulars 
deferred  to  the  wishes  of  the  General 
Council.  It  tolerated  the  old  vow  but 
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on  condition  that  the  Congregation  of 
the  Priests  of  St.  Basil  shoiild  forfeit 
the  charter  issued  by  Pope  Pius  IX  and 
become  a  society  of  secular  priests, 
"ita  taaen  ut  praefati  presbyteri,  si 
hoc  indulto  uti  velint,  constituant 
Pium  Sodalitatem  dumtaxat,  non  autea 
veram  Congregationem  seu  Institutum 
religiosum",  to  quote  its  exact  words. 
It  is  absolutely  ifflpossible  to  miscon- 
strue the  words  of  the  Sacred  Congreg- 
ation. 

On  May  24,  1^9^,  Father  Adrien  Fayolle, 
the  Superior  General  issued  a  circular 
letter  in  which  he  reviewed  the  negogi- 
ations  of  the  General  Council  with  Rome 
and  then  made  the  following  statement: 

1.  Our  pious  Institute  remains  in  statu 
quo  with  the  four  vows  understood  in 

the  sense  expressed  in  the  Constitution; 

2.  This  Constitution,  when  revised  and 
corrected  in  the  direction  indicated 

by  the  Holy  See,  will  receive  definitive 
approbation; 

3*  The  privileges  relative  to  ordination 

and  other  favors  previously  granted 
us  by  the  Holy  See  are  preserved  to  us. 

Here  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to 
tes.  1  and  3  of  these  conclusions. 
While  we  do  not  question  the  good  faith 
of  the  Superior  General  he  was  isanifestly 
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in  error  in  statement  No*  !•  A  Congreg- 
atio  is  one  thing,  a  Pia  Sodalitas  is 
quite  another.  The  first  is  an  associ- 
ation of  religious,  approved  as  such  by 
th«  Church,  the  second  is  an  association 
of  seculars  pure  and  simple,  no  raatter 
what  approbation  it  has.   Hence  the 
Decree  of  May  4,  1^9^,  did  not  maintain 
the  status  quo,  it  permitted  the  contin- 
uance of  the  qualified  vow  of  poverty 
but  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  status  quo. 

With  respect  to  statement  No.  3»  it  may 
b«  said  that  the  title  of  ordination 
for  JL  Goiigregation  of  simple  vows  under 
thm   general  law  of  the  ^hurch  is  "Men- 
sae  Communis".  If  the  right  to  the  use 
of  that  title  was  continued  to  us  after 
1B9^,  it  could  only  be  by  privilege, 
that  is  by  a  private  law,  conceding  a 
special  favor  contrary  or  beyond  the 
general  law  of  the  Church.  The  files 
of  the  Mother  House,  presented  to  us 
for  examination,  contained  no  evidence 
of  such  piirilege  granted  to  us  by  Rome* 
An  examination  of  the  archives  of  the 
Sacred  Congregation  of  Religious  was 
■ade  this  Spring  in  a  search  for  evid- 
ence to  confirm  the  declaration  of  the 
Superior  General.   The  Decree  of  May  4> 
IS93,  was  found  but  nothing  to  substan- 
tiate the  claim  of  the  Superior  General. 

When  the  Chapter  met  last  summer,  very 
few  of  the  Gapitulants  had  ever  heard 
of  the  circular  letter  of  May  24,  1^9^ • 
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The  copy  from  which  I  have  quoted  was 
only  found  some  time  after  the  Chapter 
luUi  completed  its  labors*  The  Decree 
of  May  if,  1S9S,  was  also  new  to  the 
vast  majority  of  the  Capitulants.  When 
it  was  produced,  it  caused  considerable 
disturbance  to  the  peace  of  mind  of 
these  members*  Most  of  us  had  always 
been  under  the  impression  that  our 
organization  was  a  religious  Institute* 
We  had  always  believed  that  in  joining 
the  society  we  were  becoming  religious* 
In  the  Novitiate  we  had  never  been 
taught  ;ihe  contrary*  The  Constitution 
put  in  our  hands  in  recent  years  con- 
tained the  Decree  of  Pius  IX  giving  us 
the  status  of  religious*   It  contained 
no  other*  We  had  a  right,  therefore, 
to  believe  that  we  were  religious, 
recognized  as  such  by  Home,  and  en- 
titled here  to  the  privileges  of 
religious  and  hereafter  to  the  rewards 
of  religious.  No  such  right  could  be 
maintained,  however,  in  the  face  of 
the  Decree  of  May  4,  1^9^* 

It  is  easy,  then,  to  see  the  difficulty 
that  confronted  the  Chapter  that  met 
here  last  summer*  To  the  majority  it 
appeared  obligatory  to  do  one  of  two 
things*  vVe  must  ask  Rome  to  continue 
to  us  or  renew  to  us  the  charter  of 
1^63  or  we  must  forego  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  religious,  including  the 
titulus  of  ordination,  mensae  communis, 
in  embracing  the  status  of  a  Pia  Sodal- 
itas.   After  mature  deliberation  the 
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Chapter  expressed  itself  by  a  vote  of 
14  to  2  in  favor  of  the  status  of  a 
religious  Congregation,  knowing  fully 
what  that  choice  involved  in  the  matter 
of  the  vow  of  poverty.  To  siany  members 
of  the  Institute,  it  must  have  appeared 
a  bold  step,  to  decide  upon  so  ao  B«n- 
tous  a  change  without  any  mandate  from 
the  Institute  at  large.  The  step  was 
only  taken  out  of  a  sense  of  duty  to 
God,  obedience  to  the  Church  and  loyalty 
to  the  work  of  the  Basilians. 

Before  the  choice  made  by  the  Chapter 
was  presented  to  Rome  for  approval, 
two  other  steps  were  taken,  one  by  the 
Chapter  and  the  other  by  the  General 
Council,  ^he  Chapter  directed  that  its 
decision  should  be  communicated  and 
explained  to  all  the  members  of  the 
Institute  and  that  each  should  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  endorse  the  action  of 
the  Chapter  or  oppose  it  and  that  Rome 
should  be  informed  of  the  general  mind 
of  the  members,  of  the  number  that 
favored  and  the  number  that  opposed 
the  choice  made  by  the  Chapter.  As  you 
are  all  aware  each  member  was  given  the 
opportunity  last  Fall  to  declare  him- 
self. The  result  showed  that  the 
majority  among  the  members  in  general 
for  the  status  of  a  religious  Congreg- 
ation was  in  about  the  same  proportion 
as  among  the  Capitulants.   I  have  said 
al.ready  that  the  circular  letter  of  th« 
Superior  General,  Father  Fayolle,  was 
not  discovered  until  after  the  Chapter 
had  concluded  its  labors.  ^iThen  it  was 
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found,  the  General  Council  ruled  that 
an  effort  should  be  made  to  verify  the 
position  taken  by  Father  Fayolle,  namely 
that  after  the  Decree  of  May  4,  1^93, 
the  privileges  respecting  ordination 
were  continued  to  us  by  Rome,  and  that 
in  the  event  evidence  was  discovered 
that  Rome  had  granted  such  a  favor,  the 
Sacred  Congregation  should  not  be  asked 
to  confirm  the  choice  made  by  the  Gen- 
eral Chapter  of  the  simple  vow  of  pov- 
erty but  should  be  asked  instead  to 
authorize  another  General  Chapter  to 
be  held  this  summer  to  reconsider  the 
question  of  our  status  in  ohe  Church* 
In  reaching  this  decision  the  Council 
was  not  trying  to  overrule  whe  Chapter. 
It  felt  it  was  carrying  out  the  wishes 
of  the  Chapter  which  would  more  prob- 
ably have  voted  for  a  status  quo,  if 
such  were  sanctioned  by  Rome. 

The  will  of  the  General  Council  v/as 
carried  out  with  the  result  that  no 
evidence  to  suppor  the  claim  made  in 
the  circular  letter  could  be  found. 
In  the  absence  of  any  such  evidence, 
the  action  of  the  General  Chapter  was 
submitted  to  the  Sacred  Congregation 
and  on  May  7th  last  this  Decree  was 
issued: 

Vigore  specialium  facultatun  a  SS.mo 
D.no  Nostro  concessarom.  Sacra  Con- 
gregation Negotiis  Religiosorum  Sodal- 
IvB  praeposita,  attentis  expositis. 
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b^nigne  annuit,  pro  gratia,  qua  sodales 
Instituti  Presbyterorum  A  iancto  Basillo 
de  Toronto,  jaranunc  oboervare  possint 
votua  paupertatis  prout  in  novo  textu 
G«astitutionum  habetur  Juxta  preces, 
it a  tamen  ut  congruent er  provideatur 
pro  dissentientibus,  si  qui  sint. 

The  Decree  of  the  Sacred  Congregation 
of  Religious  of  Kay  7th  last  makes 
clear  two  points:  1st  the  members  of 
the  Institute  are  now  permitted  to  ob- 
serve the  vow  of  poverty  as  it  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  new  Constitution,  that 
is  to  say,  the  simple  vow  of  poverty; 
2nd,  they  are  not  obliged  to  do  so. 
The  vow  of  poverty  taken  in  the  past 
was  a  qualified  vow  of  poverty.  The 
sispie  TOW  adds  to  the  obligations 
assuned  under  the  former.  Religious 
bind  themselves,  when  they  enter  an 
Institute,  to  observe  the  Constitution 
in  force  at  the  time  and  to  accept 
modifications  later  introduced.  Several 
changes  are  now  in  force  in  all  the 
Constitutions  of  all  the  religious 
Congregations  of  the  Catholic  world, 
resulting  from  the  promulgation  of  the 
Codex.  These  modifications  are  binding 
on  all  members  alike,  nk  matter  when 
they  made  their  vows.  They  do  not, 
however,  touch  the  substance  of  the 
vows.  The  change,  introduced  by  the 
General  Chapter  last  summer  into  our 
Constitution,  does  touch  the  substance 
of  the  vow  of  poverty.  The  Church  has 
not  made  it  obligatory  on  all  the 
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members*  She  has  sanctioned  it  for 
those  who  willingly  subscribe  to  it 
and  has  left  freedom  to  others*   Some 
have  already  withdrawn  with  due  per- 
mission from  Rome.  They  exercised  a 
right  not  denied  to  them  by  Rome.  They 
cannot  be  condemned  for  that  and  if  in 
any  individual  case  the  manner  of  with- 
drawal was  objectionable,  it  would  be 
well  to  overlook  and  forget  it* 

There  was  some  criticism,  some  censure 
of  the  General  Chapter  for  its  action 
last  summer*   It  is  very  hard  to  see 
that  the  criticism  is  justified*  The 
Chapter  did  not  create  the  predicament 
in  which  it  found  itself.   It  inherited 
it*  It  found  our   position  untenable. 
Among  ourselves  we  were  claiming  the 
status  of  religious,  we  were  proving 
our  right  to  that  status  by  the  Decree 
of  Pius  IX  appended  to  the  Constitution* 
It  tended  to  convince  every  recruit  that 
he  was  entering  a  religious  Institute, 
that  in  becoming  a  Basilian  he  was  be- 
coming a  religious.   A^e  were  making  use 
of  that  Decree  to  secure  from  Rome  the 
right  to  ordain  members,  titulo  mensae 
coamunis.  ^e  were  making  use  of  it 
when  it  was  to  our  advantage,   y^hen 
the  shoe  pinched  we  repudiated  it.  We 
concealed  at  home  a  contradictory  later 
Decree  but  we  exhibited  it  in  the  face 
of  Rome  when  she  was  minded  to  make  us 
conform  to  her  laws  for  religious, 
^his  is  an  unvarnished  statement  of  th  e 
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position  the  Chapter  of  last  suauner  had 
to  face.  It  was  an  unfortunate  position* 
Mobody  wanted  division.   All  were  most 
aaxious  to  avoid  friction  at  the  very 
beginning  of  our  new  Institute.   The 
▼ast  majority  felt,  however,  that  what- 
ever the  cost,  sorae  action  must  be  taken. 
The  status  quo  was  irregular  and  could 
not  continue.  Only  two  ways  out  pre- 
sented themselves,  to  embrace  the  relig- 
ious state  with  all  the  sacrifices  such 
a  step  demanded,  or  to  revert  to  the 
secular  state  of  a  Pia  Sodalitas  and 
forego  all  the  advantages  attached  to 
religious  life.  Nobody  advocated  this 
latter  step.   A  limited  few  appealed 
for  the  status  quo.  The  vast  majority, 
believing  that  stand  untenable,  voted 
for  the  status  that  Pope  Pius  IX  gave 
us  in  1B63-  Every  member  of  the 
Institute  was  given  a  chance  to  express 
his  view  after  the  Chapter  had  acted. 
The  decision  of  the  vast  majority  of 
the  Chapter  was  endorsed  by  the  vast 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  whole 
Institute.   The  whole  action  was  about 
as  democratic  as  any  action  can  well 
be  and  the  decision  reached  was  about 
as  unanimous  as  a  choice  can  be  in  a 
■etter  of  equal  import. 

Here  the  question  may  be  asked,  indeed 
ought  to  be  asked  and  must  be  answered: 
V^t  are  we  going  to  do  now.  To  my 
mind  the  only  answer  is  this:  to  regard 
the  vow  of  poverty  as  it  is  expressed 
in  t  he  Constitution  as  binding  upon  us 
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from  this  raoment  and  to  accept  froa 
this  fflofflent  all  the  obligations  it 
iaposes.  iie   have  after  careful  delib- 
eration asked  Rome  to  endorse  the 
action  of  the  Chapter,  the  action 
supported  by  practically  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Institute*  Rome  has  granted 
our  petition*   Our  duty  is  therefore 
elear*  The  General  Council  siiggests, 
BoreoTer,  that  we  gather  together  in 
Chapel  before  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
during  this  retreat  and  there  publicly 
subscribe  to  our  resolution  by  an  in- 
dividual repitition  of  the  formula  of 
the  vows* 

The  recent  Decree  binds  the  new  Insti- 
tute to  make  provision  for  dissidents, 
if  there  be  any*   If  Eoae  had  not  spoken 
in  this  manner,  I  am  sure  that  all  of 
us  would  be  disposed  to  that  step* 
There  is  a  precedent  for  it  in  the 
history  of  our  organization.   <tfhen  the 
time  came  for  a  decision  of  the  question 
of  vows  for  members  in  the  50 's  of  the 
last  century,  the  majority  decided  to 
bind  themselves  thus*   A  few  declined 
to  follow*  But  they  continued  to  share 
the  work  and  the  manner  of  life  of  the 
rest  and  all  were  provided  for  as  be- 
fore* What  was  done  then,  any  dissid- 
ents may  rest  assured  will  be  done  now* 

Before  dealing  further  with  the  con- 
sequences of  the  recent  Decree,  it  may 
be  well  to  set  at  rest  certain  doubts* 
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1*  Is  the  new  Constitution  approved  at 

Rome?  With  the  exception  of  articles 
pertaining  to  the  vow  of  poverty  affected 
by  the  recent  ruling  of  Rome,  the  Con- 
stitution is  not  approved  by  Rome.  Nor 
is  it  likely  to  be  approved  for  at  least 
two  years.  Since  the  promulgation  of 
the  Codex  an  order  has  been  issued  by 
Rome  to  all  religious  organizations  of 
the  world  to  revise  their  Constitutions 
in  conformity  with  the  Code  and  to  pre- 
sent the  revised  text  to  the  Sacred  Con- 
gregation of  Religious  for  examination 
•ad  approbation.  It  is  easy  to  see  that 
ths  Sacred  Congregation  has  a  task  before 
it.  We  shall  have  to  wait  in  patience. 

2.  Is  the  new  Constitution  binding  be- 
fore Rome  has  spoken?  It  is  binding 
upon  all  who  accept  for  themselves  the 
status  of  religious  and  for  the  Insti- 
tute the  status  of  a  Congregatio  Religi- 
osa.  For  the  time  bein^;  it  has  directly 
the  authority  of  the  General  Chapter* 
Indirectly  it  has  in  addition  at  least 
some  authority  from  Rome.  The  Decree 
of  June  14,  1922,  prescribed  the  re- 
vision of  the  Constitution  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Code  and  also  to 
meet  the  new  condition  of  things, 
created  by  that  Decree.  In  any  case 
the  aithority  of  the  General  Chapter  is 
always  sufficient  when  there  is  no 
question  of  modifying  a  Constitution 
already  provided  by  Rome. 


Forster  THE  VOW  OF  POVERTY      fS 

3.  How  does  Rome  regard  the  practice 
of  providing  for  members  that  has 
obtained  in  our  Institute  in  the  past? 
I  an  not  aware  that  she  even  knows  in 
detail  what  that  practice  is.  Advice 
given  me  altogether  apart  from  the 
Congregation  was  that  the  Congregation 
would  not  give  an  answer  to  an  inquiry 
about  the  matter,  that  one  must  go  to 
a  lawyer  and  not  to  a  court  for  legal 
advice.  Practices  are  not  uniform  in 
the  various  religious  organizations 
and  they  cannot  be  uniform  for  all 
conditions  of  time  and  place  and  works. 
It  is  the  business  of  each  Institute 
to  see  that  its  practices  are  not  at 
variance  with  the  general  laws  of  the 
*^hurch  and  not  at  variance  with  its 
own  Constitution. 

To  return  then  to  the  consequences  of 
an  acceptance  of  the  decision  contained 
in  the  recent  Decree: 

What  is  to  be  our  practice  in  the  future? 
This  is  an  easy  question  to  ask  but 
extremely  difficult  to  answer.  Our  past 
practice  was  not  developed  over  night 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  years  will 
be  required  to  establish  anything  in 
the  nature  of  a  permanent  ruling  on 
various  points.  But  there  are  certain 
principles  by  which  we  must  stand.  They 
are  fixed  by  the  Church  for  all  religious. 
And  they  are  not  hard  to  discover.  The 
Constitution  embraces  them.   It  may  be 
well  here  to  recall  some  of  them. 
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The  religious  who  takes  the  simple  vow 
of  poverty  renounces  the  right  of  dis- 
posing freely  of  anything  of  material 
value  without  permission  of  lawful 
superiors.  The  religious  of  simple 
vows  does  not  renounce  the  right  of 
possession  or  ovrnership,  he  does  not 
renounce  the  right  of  inheriting  nor 
the  right  of  receiving  presents.   He 
does  not  renounce  absolutely  the  right 
of  disposing  of  things,  he  only  re- 
nounces the  right  of  disposing  without 
permission.   Permission  here  is  not 
restricted.  There  are  express  per- 
missions, Implicit  permissions,  pre- 
sumed permissions,  general  permissions^ 
etc.  in  law.   A  religious  does  not 
break  the  vow  he  has  taken  by  possessing 
or  inheriting  or  accepting  property  or 
money  nor  by  accumulating  nor  even  when 
he  disposes  except  in  the  single  case 
he  disposes  without  permission.  We 
have  no  right  to  extend  the  obligation 
of  this  vow  beyond  its  proper  meaning. 
But  in  addition  to  the  obligation  im- 
posed by  the  vow,  the  religious  must 
conform  himself  to  two  things,  to  all 
the  general  laws  of  the  Church  binding 
upon  Congregations  such  as  his  own  and 
to  all  the  articles  of  the  Constitution 
of  his  Institute.  Still  we  must  dis- 
tinguish between  the  violation  of  a 
vow  and  the  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  Church  and  the  violation  of  a 
Constitution. 
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The  material  things  with  which  a  rel- 
igious is  concerned  are  his  own  or  they 
are  the  property  of  the  Institute  to 
which  he  belongs* 

For  the  first,  the  laws  of  the  Church, 
adopted  into  our  Constitution  are  as 
follows : 

Once  admitted  into  the  Novitiate,  a 
novice  may  not  rid  himself  of  the 
mmership  of  any  property  he  possessed 
before  entering  unless  he  first  secures 
permission  from  Rome.   He  must  retain 
such  ownership  as  long  as  he  remains  a 
novice  or  remains  under  vows. 

Before  making  first  vows,  he  must  if  he 
possesses  property  or  money  name  an  ad- 
ministrator, ^e  cannot  administer  it 
himself  as  long  as  he  remains  under 
vows.  Accoixiing  to  our  Constitution  he 
names  the  administrator  with  entire 
freedom  and  changes  him  at  will. 

Before  making  first  vows  he  disposes 
freely  but  not  in  his  own  interest  of 
the  use  and  the  usiifruct  of  his  property 
or  money. 

Our  Constitution  permits  him  to  change 
the  disposition  he  has  made  at  any  tioe 
he  sees  fit.  Of  course,  it  is  possible, 
when  the  Constitution  is  returned  to  us 
from  Rome,  a  liberty  of  this  kind  may 
be  found  curtailed. 
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Before  rows,  no  matter  what  his  age, 
he  must  make  a  Will  by  which  he  disposes 
of  all  property  then  or  later  possessed 
in  favor  of  any  person  or  persons  he 
pleases.  This  will,  once  made  in  entire 
freedom,  the  religious  may  not  change 
ordinarily  without  permission  from  Rome. 
If  the  religious  was  a  minor  when  he 
made  his  will  he  takes  whatever  legal 
steps  are  necessary  for  its  iralidity 
in  civil  law  as  soon  as  he  attains  his 
majority. 

If  a  professed  religious  has  neglected 
any  of  these  steps  he  must  comply  with 
them  as  soon  as  he  can  in  reason,  in 
as  far  as  they  apply  to  him.  The  ob- 
ligation of  the  Will  applies  to  all 
religious  whether  at  the  time  of  making 
it  they  actually  possess  anything  or 
not.  They  may  later  come  into  an  in- 
heritance and  they  may  later  receive  a 
present  of  money  or  property. 

Most  of  what  has  been  said  about  per- 
sonal property  or  money  does  not  seri- 
ously affect  the  average  Basilian. 
Host  of  us  have  always  been  poor  in 
fact,  no  matter  what  the  character  of 
our  vow.  Since  our  connection  with 
the  Institute  we  have  been  dependent 
entirely  upon  it.  The  Institute 
directly  or  indirectly  has  been  supply- 
ing our  needs.   It  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  General  Chapter  last  summer  to 
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cofflpel  the  Institute  to  be  more  niggard 
to  the  members  in  the  future  than  in 
the  past.   As  religious,  however,  each 
must  regard  the  money  supplied  him  for 
expenses,  recreation,  etc.  as  Institute 
money  and  not  as  become  personal  money. 
The  purchases  into  which  he  converts 
such  money  becomes  also  Institute 
property,  property  the  use  of  which 
the  Institute  allows  him  indefinitely 
or  for  a  time.  The  vow  does  not  forbid 
him  to  have  such  Institute  money  in  his 
possession.  The  vow  forbids  him  to 
dispose  without  permission.  Chir  Con- 
stitution does  not  forbid  the  holding 
of  such  money  in  one's  possession. 
There  will  not  be  much  of  a  temptation, 
however,  to  keep  away  from  the  house 
treasury  what  one  does  not  need,  for 
it  cannot  be  spent  without  permission. 
All  must  bear  in  mind,  treasurers, 
superiors  and  parish  priests  as  well  as 
private  members  that  peculia  are  ab- 
solutely forbidden  by  the  law  of  the 
Church  to  religious.   Private  bank 
accounts  resulting  from  the  moneys  ad- 
vanced to  individuals  from  the  common 
treasury  are  forbidden.  They  are 
peciilia.  Must  a  religious  go  about  now 
without  a  cent  in  his  pockets?  Our 
Constitution  makes  no  such  regulation 
and  I  have  never  seen  any  law  of  the 
^hurch  to  that  effect.   Common  sense 
will  guide  us  not  to  ask  for  a  large 
sum  of  money  that  we  cannot  or  do  not 
intend  to  spend  for  months.   Common 
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sense  will  dictate  that  money  for  which 
the  individual  has  not  a  proximately 
future  need  will  be  left  or  returned  to 
the  general  treasury  of  the  local  house* 

All  moneys  that  a  member  receives  for 
work  done  and  all  Mass  intention  money 
must  be  deposited  in  the  common  treasury. 
Personal  donations  do  not  become  the 
property  of  the  House  or  the  Institute. 
They  are  absolutely  the  property  of  the 
recipient  in  that  they  were  given 
distinctly  intuitu  personae.  However, 
such  presents  cannot  be  disposed  of 
without  permission  nor  can  they  be 
used  without  permission  if  in  the  form 
of  property.   If  these  donations  are 
of  very  considerable  value  lihey  would 
be  in  the  same  category  as  legacies 
already  spoken  of  and  subject,  there- 
fore, to  the  same  laws  as  inheritances. 
Here  a  word  might  be  said  of  gifts  made 
to  another  by  a  member.  Charity  or 
alms  is  not  forbidden  to  a  religious. 
He  may  spend  community  money  for  char- 
ity, presuming  permission  in  the  case 
of  small  alms.  If  the  present  one 
proposes  to  make  is  of  considerable 
value,  he  ought  first  to  secure  per- 
mission.  Charity  is  not  the  only 
ground  that  justifies  a  religious  in 
making  an  offering.  The  Code  speaks 
of  a  reasonable  or  just  cause.  For 
small  offerings,  I  think  it  is  quite 
reasonable  to  presume  permission. 
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Pamin  pro  nihilo  reputatiir^  If  the 
present  one  proposes  to  make  is  of  con- 
siderable value y  permission  ought  to 
be  secured.   The  money  one  draws  from 
the  treasury  will  require  permission, 
that  is  money  wherewith  one  provides 
for  his  needs*  This  does  not  mean  one 
sust  be  constantly  running  to  the 
superior  to  secure  an  advance*  He 
ought  to  be  able  to  foresee  what  he 
will  require  for  some  time  ahead*   It 
ought  not  to  be  necessary  for  a  aember 
to  go  into  aany  details  in  order  to 
get  permission*  The  local  superior  is 
dealing  with  men  and  can  place  confid- 
ence in  thera  when  they  make  a  request 
for  money* 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Chapter 
last  summer  to  provide  more  generously 
for  the  members  in  the  future*  Hence 
local  superiors  will  not  have  the  right 
to  advance  from  the  local  treasury  in 
the  future  to  a  aeober  sore  than  he 
received  in  the  past  with  the  Institute's 
consent.  The  local  treasurer  will  be 
obliged  to  see  that  no  excess  is  com- 
mitted*  In  the  event  circumstances  in 
a  given  case  demand  that  a  member  re- 
ceive some  addition,  it  is  reserved  to 
the  General  Council  for  the  present  at 
least  to  fix  the  amount* 

All  that  I  have  said  here  is  general* 
Many  difficulties  might  be  proposed 
here  and  now,  many  will  arise  in  the 
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future •  We  cannot  establish  a  fixed 
rule  for  every  case  in  the  beginning 
of  the  new  order  of  things.  Reasonable 
practices  will  be  built  up  in  time. 
According  as  difficulties  arise  the 
General  Council  will  be  asked  to  pro- 
nounce upon  them.  No  one  superior,  if 
he  is  wise,  will  attempt  to  settle 
them  on  the  spot. 

At  present  the  important  thing  is  for 
all  to  try  to  keep  in  mind  the  oblig- 
ation the  vow  imposes,  the  general  law 
of  the  Church  and  the  articles  of  the 
Constitution  that  bear  on  this  matter 
and  we  can  be  assured  there  will  be 
very  little  if  any  irregularity.  The 
necessity  of  securing  permission  may 
be  a  little  annoying  at  first.  It  won't 
be  a  new  thing,  however.  We  are  obliged 
to  £«t  permission  now  practically  every 
time  we  lent  to  be  away  from  home.  With 
good  will  on  the  part  of  individual 
members  and  reasonableness  on  the  part 
of  superiors  everything  v/ill  be  adjusted 
satisfactorily  in  time. 

The  local  treasurer  will  find  his  burden 
a  little  heavier  under  the  new  conditions 
of  things.  He  will  be  under  the  necess- 
ity of  keeping  a  Mass  intention  book. 
He  will  also  have  to  keep  an  account  of 
all  advances  made  to  the  individual 
members  of  the  local  house.  He  will  be 
called  upon  for  money  more  frequently 
in  the  future  than  in  the  past  and  he 
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will  be  called  upon  to  r  ecord  Mass  In- 
tentions received  and  dispensed.  This 
latter  work  will  require  the  exercise 
of  all  reasonable  care  in  riew  of  the 
nature  of  the  trust.  What  is  said  of 
the  local  treasurer  will  concern  the 
pastor  also  in  our  parishes.  For 
there  he  is  treasurer. 

It  might  be  well  to  call  the  attention 
of  superiors,  parish  priests  and  treas- 
urers to  this  point,  that  they  will  be 
expected  to  keep  local  members  supplied 
with  Masses  as  far  as  possible.   If 
they  have  a  surplus  in  one  house,  it 
would  be  well  to  send  that  surplus  to 
the  treasurer  general.  Then  in  the 
event  of  shortage  of  Masses  anywhere, 
local  superiors  will  know  to  whom  to 
address  themselves.  There  has  been  an 
abundance  for  some  years  but  it  vfas  not 
always  so  and  it  may  not  continue 
always  to  be  so. 

(Talk  given  in  the  Study  Hall  of  St. 
Michael's  College,  Toronto,  by  Father 
Francis  Forster  on  June  20,  1923.  This 
talk  was  given  at  the  beginning  of  the 
annual  retreat  when  members  were  ex- 
pected to  signify  their  acceptance  of 
the  simple  vow  of  poverty.  Transcribed 
from  a  carbon  copy  of  Father  Forster* s 
manuscript  in  the  General  Archives  of 
the  BaoLlian  Fathers) 
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Mjr  lord  Archbishop,  Eight  Heverend  and 
ReTerend  Clergy,  Reyerend  Sisters  and 
Brothers 9  and  my   dear  brethren. 

I  do  not  like  to  haTe  to  begin  by  apol- 
ogising for  oryseir*  I  did  not  haye  to 
preach  this  sermon  unless  I  wanted  to* 
I  did  want  to«  But  I  have  been  some- 
what under  the  weather  with  a  cold,  and 
if  I  fall  short  of  what  1  fldght  do,  you 
sl|^,  in  your  kindness,  lay  sooie  of 
the  failure  to  physical  weakness*  Proa 
the  tii&e  I  first  heard  of  Father  Shee- 
han*s  death,  1  wanted  to  px^each  the 
serson*  ^'here  is  soae  ei^iarrassfflent 
la  m  case  like  that  when  one  has  the 
say  oneself*  Until  late  yesterday 
afternoon  1  thought  it  over  and  kept  it 
to  myself.  I'hen  I  was  talking  orer  ar- 
rangements with  Father  MeCorkell  and  at 
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last  I  said,  **How  about  the  sermon?* 
He  looked  at  rae  a  moment  and  said,  ''How 
would  you  like  to  do  it  yourself? **  Then 
I  knew  I  was  the  one  who  should  preach 
this  morning* 

Father  Sheehan  played  football  for  me 
and  was  one  of  my  reliable  supports* 
I  do  not  know  how  that  sounds  to  you, 
or  how  much  it  means*  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  the  atmm  with  the  other 
clubs  in  football  and  hockey,  or  whether 
it  is  the  same  now  here  in  St*  Michael's, 
^ose  boys  who  played  hockey  and  foot- 
ball for  me  became,  in  a  way,  flesh  of 
fly  flesh,  bone  of  my  bone*  I  could  not 
lUjuie  them  when  they  lost;  they  always 
did  their  best*  I  could  not  bear  to 
hear  anyone  say  anything  disparaging* 
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I  did  not  mind  losing*  Vhen  they  won 
I  could  cry*     I  loved  those  boys  who 
waded  through  mud  and  snow,  and  bore 
the  hard  knocks  with  smiles,  with  a  love 
that  was  too  great  for  such  a  part  of 
life  as  sport.  But  that  is  the  way  it 
was,  and  that  is  the  way  it  still  is 
with  me*  The  boys  I  first  coached  are 
gray-haired  men  now;  they  are  still 
boys  to  me,  boys  that  I  still  ove  as  I 
did  when  they  were  young,  and  the  vista 
of  years  lay  before  them,  boys  that  I 
can  still  count  on  as  I  did  when  they 
were  here  as  students* 

That  is  why  I  wanted  to  preach  this 
seraon.  Father  Sheehan  was  more  than 
one  of  those  boys*  He  was  a  standout* 
t  seems  only  like  yestsrday  that  Father 
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Belli sle  watched  his  every  ooTeaent  out 
in  the  back  playground  uhe  first  day  he 
vas  here*  He  did  not  learn  his  foot- 
ball and  other  sports  here*  He  completed 
his  full  high  school  and  college  courses 
at  Assuaption  and  graduated  with  his 
B*A»  froa  the  University  of  Western  On- 
tario* He  was  a  sculptor's  dream  of 
physical  manhood,  tfe  went  through  thoss 
ymars  together  and  to  me   the  only  strain 
comparable  to  football  and  hockey  is 
war*  He  never  failed  me  once,  and  I 
he  never  would* 


He  was  a  keen  student  of  any  sport  or 

any  other  work  in  %^ich  he  was  engaged, 

intelligent  and  original*  After  he  was 

ordained  and  coached  himself  he  placed 

teams  in  the  field  that  had  no  equals 
in  Canada* 
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I  hare  hunted  frogs  with  his^  fished 
lias 3  and  herring  in  the  susraer,  trout 
in  Spring  and  Fall  and  whitefish  through 
the  ice  in  winter.  So  I  knew  him  well* 
He  was  always  ay  boy.  Perhaps  I  may  b« 
pardoned  for  mentioning  one  incident* 
It  stands  out  so  in  ny  life.  I  know  it 
did  in  his*  It  was  late  in  the  Fall  on 
lAke  Siacoe*  U«  was  duck  shooting  «-> 
^  he  and  another  — •  all  day  they  were  out 
in  the  lake  on  a  little  shoal  a  few 
feet  square  and  aloost  level  with  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  there  was 
quite  a  storon*  One  of  the  priests  went 
out  to  brgin  them  in  but  it  grew  dark 
and  he  could  not  find  them.  A  nan  who 
kn«w  the  lake  well  took  rae  with  him  in 
the  night  and  8tor«,  in  a  little  out* 
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board,  and  brought  them  in  froa  what 
looked  like  certain  death. 

3vtt   he  was  not  an  athlete  only  or  a 
lover  of  sport*  He  was  well  educated, 
of  good  ability,  well  trained  as  a 
teacher  at  the  Ontario  College  of  Edu- 
cation* As  in  athletics,  so  in  the 
classrooa  he  gave  all  that  was  in  his 
and  always  with  intelligence  amd  keen 
study  of  his  work*  He  was  never  so 
happy  as  when  he  was  loaded  with  work* 

All  this  is  true,  but  it  is  not  why  he 
is  lying  here  thia  aorning  or  why  the 
Archbishop  in  his  great  goodness  of 
heart  is  offering  the  Holy  Sacrifice 
for  the  repose  of  his  soul*  Athletes 
can  be  good,  can  be  saints,  coaches 
too,  and  teachers*  I  am  sure  I  can 
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•ay  for  His  Grace  that  he  would  be  glad 
to  say  the  funeral  Mass  for  anyone ,  and 
for  the  priests  here  present,  and  the 
rest  of  you  too,  that  you  would  be  glad 
to  assist  at  aany  funeral  Masses  but 
your  duties  do  not  allow  it.  This  is 
different.  It  is  because  he  is  a  priest. 
It  is  because  he  has  the  mark  of  the 
priesthood  upon  hira,  and  was  set  aside 
for  the  Lord,  a  priest  of  Grod.  No  one 
asks  about  aoral  character  or  spiritual 
state,  who  are  we  to  Judge;  the  only 
question  is,  is  he  a  priest.  Father 
Sheehan  had  his  Tirtues  and  faults,  his 
strength  and  weakness.  God  blessed 
him  in  his  death  with  full  conscious* 
mass  for  confession  and  Holy  Yiaticua 
and  Sxtraaie  Unction.  But  the  great 
lesson  for  us  to  learn  is  the  dignity 
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of  the  Holy  Priesthood.  Two  brothers 
grow  up  together,  one  remains  a  layiaan, 
the  other  becomes  a  priest ,  see  the 
difference  in  their  lives*  Svery  moment 
of  their  lives t  And  after  death t  The 
layman  may  be  as  holy  as  the  priesti 
that  is  not  t^he  point;  bishop,  priests, 
sisters,  brothers  join  in  doing  rever- 
ence to  the  priest  because  he  is  a 
priest,  because  he  is  the  Lord's  anointed. 

Each  morning  at  Mass  such  a  wonder  takes 
place*  When  the  Sanctus  bell  rings  all 
is  hushed,  the  priest  bows  his  head  in 
deep  obeisance  to  God,  and  from  then  on 
until  immediately  before  the  consecration 
he  speaks  in  secret  with  God  and  with 
power.  At  the  consecration  Christ  takes 
possession  of  the  priest  and  He,  Ghrist 
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•p«aks  with  the  mouth  and  tongue  and 
Toice  of  the  pri^st^  says  the  saiae 
vords  ^e  said  at  the  Last  Supper  and 
tte  8  aae  event  takes  place •  Christ 
holds  Himself  in  the  hands  of  the  priest* 
No  wonder  the  priest's  hands  are  holy. 
If  you  could  only  sec  how  the  Mexicans 
widerstand  this,  no  aatter  how  oany 
there  are,  Mexicans,  or  how  aany  priests, 
•rery  Mexican  froa  the  old  man  ready  to 
die  to  the  little  babe  in  its  mother* s 
arms,  all  want  to  kiss  the  hand  of  the 
priest* 

There  is  Our  Blessed  Lord  on  the  altar 
before  hi&  ''like  a  lamb  8lain'***which 
openeth  not  its  mouth"*  Prom  the  con«» 
se oration  to  the  Agnus  Dsi  the  only 
words  spoken  are  the  words  of  the  priest 
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to  God  the  Father.  Our  Blessed  Lord 
is  there.  He  is  silent,  openeth  not 
Rl«  Bouth,  and  the  priest  does  not 
speak  to  Him.  Like  a  lamb  slain. 

These  words  never  had  the  same  signify* 
ieance  to  me  xmtil  not  so  long  ago  a^ 
negro  boy  was  driving  me  on  a  Texas 
highway.  He  had  been  a  cowboy  for  six 
or  seven  years  and  knew  all  about  ranch 
life  in  Texas.  As  we  went  along  we 
pmssed  a  sheep  ranch.  He  remarked  he 
would  not  like  to  kill  one  of  those 
•iMSp*  I  asked  him  why^  amd  he  answered 
because  they  make  no  outcry,  take  it  in 
silence  and  do  not  open  their  mouths. 
It  opened  out  to  me  as  never  before  the 
meaning  of  the  Lamb  of  God  Who  takes 
away  the  sins  of  the  world.  And  thero 
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is  the  priest  with  the  yictim  before 
him,  the  lanb  slain,  offering  it  to  the 
Father.  Mo  wonder  the  priest  is  one 
••t  apart,  no  one  but  a  priest  can  do 
that*  No  wonder  all  join  together  to 
honour  the  dignity  of  the  priesthood* 

Some  priests  live  to  extreme  old  age, 
80se  ar9   taken  in  the  very  beginning, 
some  like  Father  Sheehan,  in  their  early 
prime*  How  wonderful  to  say  one  single 


See  how  I  have  only  touched  on  the  Mass* 
^hink  of  the  other  works  of  a  priest, 
the  other  sacraments,  ^hink  of  the 
Sacrament  of  Penance,  'Hfho  can  forgire 
•ins  but  God?**  This  tsaches  us  how 
little  the  person  of  the  priest  counts* 
k   penitent  can  go  into  any  confessional 
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in  the  country  or  any  country  and  th« 
priest  can  absolve  hia.  This  shows  so 
clearly  it  is  God  working  through  the 
priest  and  not  the  priest  doing  it 
through  his  own  power*  It  should  make 
the  priest  very  hufflble,  and  make  eYery«- 
one  flEmrel  at  the  wonderfulness  of  the 
pz^  est  hood,  a  weak,  sinful  huaan  creature 
(as  every  priest  says  so  often  diiring 
Mass)  being  used  to  do  the  work  of  God 
to  save  souls* 

He  is  dead  and  gone^  in  his  full  strength 
and  vigour,  a  young  man,  a  young  priest* 
In  his  death  God  gave  hifl  the  fulness 
of  the  treasures  of  His  Church*  Should 
those  who  loved  hia  grieve  for  him? 
Every  time  anyone  near  to  me  dies  the 
doctrine  of  the  Church  comes  to  me  as 
it  burst  forth  from  St*  Bernard  at  the 
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death  of  his  favourite  yoimg  brother, 
Gerard,  and  I  want  to  read  that  sermon 
to  those  who  loved  the  one  that  is  dead* 
Of  all  the  doctors  of  asceticism  in  the 
history  of  the  Church  none  ever  taught 
a  sterner  discipline  of  body  and  soul; 
the  Cistercian  Order  that  he  founded, 
after  eight  hundred  years  is  still 
looked  upon  as  the  severest  Order  in 
the  Church.  St*  Bernard  was  preaching 
a  series  of  sermons  to  his  monks,  one 
each  day.  The  day  Gerard  was  buried 
he  began  his  serioon  as  usual,  as  if 
nothing  had  happened.  He  continued  for 
a  few  minutes  and  then  could  contain 
himself  no  longer;  he  burst  into  tears 
and  poured  forth  his  soul,  his  love  and 
grief  for  his  young  brother  in  the 
greatest  funeral  sermon  in  any  literatxire. 
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God  had  taken  him  and  God's  will  bm 
done*  It  does  not  mean  wm  maat   not 
grieve •  The  love  of  those  dear  to  us 
is  sireet  and  pleasing  to  God;  there  is 
no  limit  to  the  love  with  which  we  can 
lore,  save  only  that  it  be  in  God, 
nothing  in  it  that  keeps  us  from  union 
with  God.  This  is  true  of  the  highest 
Mnetity,  it  was  true  of  St*  Bernard, 
it  was  ture  of  St.  John  of  the  Cross  and 
his  wonderful  lore  for  his  brother,  and 
his  brother's  love  for  him.  It  was 
true  of  Our  Blessed  Lord's  love  for 
Lazarus. 

Lore  is  sweet  and  pure  and  good  and  when 
those  we  love  dearly  are  taken  there  is 
a  void  and  an  ache  that  cannot  be  ex- 
|»^8sed  in  words,  ^his  is  as  it  should 
be.  It  is  only  through  suffering  that 
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we  can  come  to  God,  and  bring  others  to 
God.  One  day  a  voice  spoke  to  Theresa 
l>yiin,  asked  her  if  she  wanted  to 
beeoBe  well;  she  answered  that  she  only 
wanted  what  God  wanted.  The  voice  told 
her  she  would  that  day  receive  a  joy. 
•But  you  must  suffer;  to  help  the  priest 
save  souls.  More  souls  are  saved  by 
suffering  than  by  the  finest  sermons." 
I  do  not,  then 9  bid  those  who  loved 
Father  Sheehan  to  restrain  their  tears. 
Jesus  wept  at  the  tonib  of  ^zarus. 

And  now  it  is  time  for  us  to  part*  The 
Archbishop  will  give  the  last  blessing 
of  the  Church  and  we  will  reverently 
bear  him  to  his  last  resting  place* 
Ws  will  not  forget  him.  Every  day  we 
will  pray  for  him,  until  God  calls  us 
in  our  turn. 
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God  will  love  hlffl,  does  love  hia,  and 
will  be  good  to  hia^  through  Jesus 
Ctirlst  Our  Lord.  Amen* 


(Sermon  preached  by  Father  Henry  Carr, 
Superior  General,  at  the  Funeral  Mass 
for  Father  Cornelius  Sheehan  in  St. 
Basil's  Ghurch,  Toronto,  -Thursday, 
February  9,  1939.  Transcribed  from  a 
carbon  copy  in  the  possession  of  Mrs. 
Frank  P.  Kehoe,  who  as  Miss  Mary  Haley 
was  secretary  to  Father  Carr) 
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10  man  or  group  of  man  is  withoixt  great 
honor y  nor  left  without  distinguished 
prlTilege,  who  has  the  task  of  closing 
a  half  century  of  religious  work  any- 
where in  the  world.  But  the  honor  and 
privilege  abound  the  sore  when  the  al- 
■eet  sixty  years  had  a  very  saall 
beginning  of  such  work,  yet  the  hundred- 
fold multiplied  as  the  months  went  on 
to  aake  the  fifty-seven  years  and  a 
little  more. 

Such  exaltation  and  satisfaction  sees 
to  pour  out  of  the  pages  of  St.  Luke*s 
Aets  of  the  Apostles.  His  Gospel  told 
*of  all  the  things  which  Jesus  began  to 
do  and  to  teach**.  But  now  he  envisions 
the  coming  of  the  Holy  %ost  at  Pente- 
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ooBtp   the  great  sermon  of  Peter  in  the 
streets  of  Jerusaleai  and  its  results; 
the  striking  down  of  Paxil  on  the  vay 
to  Damascus,  and  the  wonderful  call 
that  followed  from  that. 

So  in  this  celebration  we  have  a  record 
of  heroism,  endurance,  sacrifice  and 
B«al,  of  blessings  coming  to  a  multi- 
tude because  of  the  practice  of  those 
Tirtues  by  a  faithful  few  who  nerer 
failed  in  hope* 

While  the  Fathers  of  the  Congregation 
of  St.  Basil  have  labored  in  the  i^iocese 
of  Galveston,  the  Mother  Diocese  of 
T^xas,  for  a  little  less  than  fifty- 
eight  years,  the  way  for  their  coming 
was  possibly  paved  by  two  eminent  mem- 
bers of  the  Hierarchy  of  the  United 
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States  and  Canada  mom   than  a  eenturx 
ago.  Bishop  John  fiaon  of  Buffalo,  l«tf 
York,  came  to  Houston  as  a  delegate  of 
the  Pope  early  in  1^39,  before  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  See  of  Buffalo,  and 
preached  in  the  Senate  Chamber  of  the 
then  Republic  of  Texas,  in  the  Capitol 
Building,  which  stood  where  the  Rice 
Hotel  now  stands*  Bishop  Timon  was  erer 
interested  in  the  ^hiu*ch  in  Texas  and 
returned  for  the  laying  of  the  comer- 
stone  and  the  dedication  of  the  present 
venerable  St.  Ilary*s  Cathedral  of  Gal- 
veston* Bishop  Timon  likely  kept  Texas 
and  its  needs  before  the  Basilian  Fathers 
irtiOB  he  me  through  the  years*  One  of 
the  earliest  Pastors  of  Old  St*  Vincent 
de  Paul  ^hurch,  located  on  Franklin 
Street,  the  south  side  of  it,  between 


Frank BASILIANS  IN  TEXAS      123 

San  Jacinto  and  Caroline  Streets,  was 
Father  John  Lynch;  he  was  destined  to 
become  Bi^op  of  Toronto,  and  later  the 
first  Archbishop  of  that  eminent  See, 
when  it  was  raised  in  rank  by  the  Holy 
Father;  he  too,  no  doubt,  had  learned 
to  love  Texas  and  knew  well  its  needs, 
of  priests  and  especially  priest  edu- 
cators and  must  hmrm   kept  the  eyes  of 
the  •arly  Fathers  of  St.  Basil  on  Texas. 

These  sowers  of  the  seed  of  God's  word 
in  Texas  prepared  the  ground  for  the 
Harrester,  the  late  Bishop  N.A.  Gall« 
agher,  who  invited  the  Fathers  of  St. 
Basil,  not  yet  the  Congregation  that  it 
is  now,  but  a  group  of  secular  priests 
banded  together  in  the  interest  of  edu- 
cating boys,  to  come  to  his  Diocese. 
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X^ke  the  great  St.  Paul  centuries  befor* 
crying  out,  '*Coae  over  to  I'lacedonia  and 
help  U8**y  Bishop  Gallagher  must  Ymwm 
written  the  Basilian  Fathers:  "Come  orer 
to  Galveston  Diocese  and  help  us*" 

The  record  of  heroisx?i,  endurance,  sacri- 
fice and  seal,  of  blessings  coming  to  a 
Multitude  because  of  the  practice  of 
those  virtues  by  a  faithful  few  who 
a«ver  failed  in  hope^  nentioned  near  the 
beginning  of  this  paper,  is  borne  out 
by  the  work  of  the  pioneer  Basilians  in 
tee  Diocese  in  the  field  of  education 
and  in  their  indispensable  help  in  tbm 
parishes  on  week-ends  and  often  daily. 
Educational  institutions  are  not  famed 
■oa^«Makers  and  the  Basilian  Fathers 
kept  St.Thooas  High  School  in  Houston 
open  by  means  of  the  financial  aid  of 
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offerings  of  the  parish  priests  for 
services  rendered  in  parishes  by  the 
teaching  priests  of  the  High  School 
established  here  in  1900,  The  growing 
City  of  Houston  needed  the  Basilian 
Fathers,  not  only  as  teachers  in  its 
boys'  High  School,  but  also  to  help  in 
the  parochial  woz4c  and  the  Ba^lian 
Fathers  nobly  accepted  this  extra  bur- 
den and  because  of  these  sacrifices 
through  more  than  fifty-seven  years 
have  kept  St.  Thomas  High  School  open* 

ST.  THC»4A3  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  BasLlian  Fathers  reached  Houston  in 
September  1900,  almost  fifty-seven  years 
ago.  Father  Nicholas  Roche,  the  leader 
of  the  Basilian  Lone  Star  vangtiard  of 
three,  opened  the  doors  of  St .Thomas 
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that  year.  In  a  temporary   location,  on 
Franklin  ^tx^eet,  between  Caroline  and 
San  Jacinto^  in  the  old  St.  Vincent  da 
Paul  buildings;  a  second  temporary 
location  was  in  a  building  %rhere  the 
Kirby  Building  now  stands  on  Main  Street* 
Father  Roche  purchased  property  on  Aus«» 
tin  Street  in  the  23OO  block  and  directed 
the  erection  of  the  building  at  2309, 
which  stands  to  this  day;  this  location 
and  building  was  used  for  thirty-nine 
years,  in  the  Catholic  training  of  boys. 

The  growth  of  Ik>uston  in  size  and  impor- 
tance demanded  an  expansion  of  St. 
Tbosas*  educational  facilities,  and  to 
provide  these,  the  late  Father  T.P. 
0*Rourke  acquired  a  site  at  Memorial 
and  Shepherd  upon  which  Father  A*L« 
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Higgins  directed  the  building  of  the 
beautiful  and  laore  spacious  high  school 
noir  in  use.  A  separate  cafeteria  build- 
ing has  been  constructed  on  these 
grounds  in  recent  tiaes  and  an  auditor- 
ial will  likely  be  constructed  in  the 
future  as  a  second  torey  over  the  Caf- 
eteria; a  gymnasiufli  building  is  on  the 
eampus  also  and  is  in  almost  constant 
use  for  the  Cat!  olic  youth  of  all  ages. 

ST.  MART'S  SSNZIASI^  U  P(»T£,  TEXAS 

The  Church  has  always  made  it  a  salient 
feature  of  her  policy  to  establish  a 
priesthood  for  the  people  and  of  the 
people  whenever  and  wherever  possible. 
The  Host  iteverend  H.A.  Gallagher,  real- 
izing that  a  Sssiinary  in  the  oidst  of 
the  people  was  a  constant  reminder  that 
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are  called  to  the  priesthood  ami 
thus  tend  to  st inula te  vocations,  pur* 
chased  the  property  knoim  as  SylTan 
Beach  Hotel  and  several  adjoining  acres 
of  land  at  La  Porte,  in  the  early  Fall 
of  1901*  In  October  of  the  saoe  year, 
St*  Max^*s  Seminary,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Fathers  of  St*  Basil  began  classes 
with  a  nucleus  of  about  a  dosen  students. 

Yearly  the  number  of  students  increased 
so  that  in  the  sumaer  of  1906  ground 
ifas  broken  for  a  new  building  ^ieh  was 
dedicated  on  March  25,  190S,  at  which 
tlM  the  Host  Rarer end  Bishop  Gallagher 
celebrated  Pontifical  Mass*  Special 
trains  fro«  Galveston  and  Houston 
brought  thousands  of  representative 
Catholics  to  the  scene.  The  late  Msgr* 
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J*N«  Klrwla  preached  the  sermon.  In 
December  1911»  diocesan  priests  under* 
took  the  direction  of  the  Seminary  under 
the  Presidency  of  the  preacher  of  that 
historic  occasion. 

4  partial  list  of  the  Basilian  Fathers 
who  serred  at  the  Sejuinary  at  La  Porte 
follows: 

Very  Reverend  J.F.  Player,  C.S«B«» 

Rector,  1901-1903 
Father  ?.I.  Donnelly,  C.S.B.^  1901-1911 

Very  Reverend  A.E«  Hurley,  C.S.B.^ 
Rector,  1903-1907 

Father  M.J.  Pickett,  C.S.B.,  1901-190? 

Father  J.C.  Plomer,  C.S.B.,  1901-1911 

Father  E.J.  0»!leill,  C.S.B.,  1901-1911 

Very  iieverend  T.F.  Gignac,  C.3.B., 
Rector,  1907-1911. 
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ST.  BASIL'S  COI*LEGE,  WACO 

Besides  doing  such  signal  service  in 
our  part  of  the  State  and  Diocese ,  the 
Basllian  Fathers  for  a  niu&ber  of  years 
ran  a  High  School  in  9aco  and  this 
school  under  the  ProTidence  of  God 
brought  to  the  Congregation  three  out- 
standing priests  and  leaders,  all  now 
deceased  and  all  of  whOM  apeat  muij 
years  in  Houston,  luuMly,  Father  T.P* 
O'Eourke,  Daniel  and  Joseph  Dillon;  all 
except  Father  Dan  are  buried  in  our  City* 

ST.  ANN£«S  PARISH^  HOUSTOM 

The  late  Bi^op  C.E,  Byrne,  Just  three 
years  after  its  establishment,  in  the 
year  1928,  invited  the  Basilian  Fathers 
to  take  charge  of  St.  Annexe.   In  that 
!•  year,  the  present  site  was  purchased 
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and  the  parish  hall  was  built  and  used 

ms  a  temporary  church. 

"^he  present  church ,  a  gen  of  Spanish 
Mission  architecture,  was  c(»&pleted  in 
I94O9  during  the  tenure  of  the  late 
Father  0*Rourke  as  pastor.  The  aagniT- 
icttit  and  Bost  coaplete  church  plant  of 
today  is  a  inoniiment  to  hiB,  Father  J.J. 
Glavin,  the  present  pastor ,  and  the 
aany  priests  of  the  Basilian  Order  who 
served  there  through  the  years  since 
192a. 

THE  MEXICAN  MISSIONS 

It  was  in  August  1936  that  Father  Joseph 
Dillon,  C.S.B.,  began  the  challenging 
work  aaong  the  scattered  Mexicans  of  the 
Brasos  ^iver  Valley  in  the  Diocese  of 
Galveston.  Today,  eleven  priests  work- 
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lag  out  of  three  thriving  Centers,  all 
Basillans  carr^  on  as  their  pioneer 
forebearers  did  in  Houston,  Waco  and  La- 
Porte*  The  students  in  the  sdiools 
taught  by  the  Basilians  in  this  country 
and  Canada  render  grMit  financial  help 
to  this  missionary  effort  among  a  poor 
and  desenring  segment  of  our  population* 

FlBal4(  THE  OHIVERSITT  OP  ST*  THOMS 

It  was  under  the  inspired  leadership  of 
th«  late  Bishop  C*E*  Byrne,  and  encour- 
aged by  the  generous  support  of  the 
laity  and  the  ever  increasing  need  on 
the  part  of  our  Catholic  youth  that  the 
Basilian  Fathers  agreed  to  undertake 
this  difficult  but  most  important  work 
of  founding  the  University  of  St*  Thomas* 

Invoking  the  aeaery  of  that  courageious 
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pioneer,  Basilian,  Father  Nicholas 
Roche,  who  as  early  as  1900  envisaged 
such  future  development  when  he  named 
his  one  roooi  school,  St.  Thomas  College, 
the  Basilian  Fathers  of  1947»  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Dio- 
cese of  Galveston,  offered  this  addition 
to  their  institutions  as  a  pledge  of 
their  loyalty,  obedience  and  affection 
to  the  Diocese  and  to  the  then  ruling 
illustrious  and  beloved  Bishop,  C»E. 
Bjm%p  and   under  whoa  it  had  been  their 
privilege  to  serve  through  so  many  years. 

During  its  ten  years  of  existence.  The 
University  of  St.  Thomas  has  sade  great 
strides  and  has  gained  prestige  and  is 
Mentioned  editorially  as  eontributiniS 
greatly  to  our  city  culturally.  The 
Ford  foundation  and  other  like  groups 
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hare  seen  fit  to  recognize  the  Univer- 
sity and  its  work  and  make  contributions 
of  goodly  proportions  and  now  the  Jesse 
H«  Jones  Foimdation  has  seen  fit  to  sake 
possible  the  memorial  building  for  which 
the  ground  is  broken  today*  The  Jones 
Family  and  the  Directors  of  the  Jones 
Foundation  are  certainly  included  in  the 
Blessing  of  Our  Holy  Fat her ,  Pope  Pius 
XII  given  in  March  1946;  His  Holiness, 
at  the  instigation  of  the  distinguised 
Catholic  layman,  George  St rake,  conferred 
his  Pontifical  Benediction  on  "  a  Cath- 
olic University  to  be  founded  in  the 
City  of  Houston  and  upon  the  Congregation 
of  St.  Basil  to  whom  this  work  has  been 
entrusted  and  upon  all  our  citizens, 
who^  whether  as  students  or  as  benefac- 
tors, contribute  to  the  realisation  of 
this  undertaking." 
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This  story  of  fifty- seven  years  of 
Catholic  lif«  in  T^zas,  especially  in 
tbm  Mother  Diocese  of  Galveston,  re- 
flects the  glory  of  the  pioneer  Basil- 
ianSy  gives  to  us  an  irresistible  rea- 
son to  thank  God  for  their  coming  and 
their  work  and  leaves  before  us  an  ex- 
ample that  cannot  bat  draw  out  our 
highest  and  noblest  Christian  effort 
to  promote  God*s  rtile  in  the  hearts  of 
sen,  and  God*s  peace  in  the  assembly 
of  Nations* 


(Address  givan  by  Very  Reverend  Anton 
J*  Frank,  pastor  of  Annunciation  Par- 
ish^  Houston,  classmate  of  Fathers 
Q.VL.   Allnoch  and  £*P.  Magae  at  St* 
Thomas  High  School,  at  the  ground^ 
breaking  ceremony  for  Jones  Wsmarlal 
Building,  University  of  St*  Thomas, 
Houston,  Ascension  ^hursday.  May  30, 
1957) 
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•Hell  done,  good  and  faithful  servant. 
Because  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a 
few  things,  I  will  place  thee  over 
■eny  things*  Enter  thou  into  the  joy 
of  thy  Lord.«   (Matt.  25,  21) 

Your  Grace,  confreres,  university  col- 
leagues, and  friends  — 

There  is  clearly  a  note  of  triumph  in 
the  text  of  Script\u*e  which  I  have 
chosen  for  this  occasion.  "Because 
you  have  been  faithful  over  a  few  things 
I  will  place  you  over  many  thing s.** 
The  Mitire  ritual  of  the  Mass  of  Re* 
quieaiy  despite  the  black  Testaents, 
strikes  the  saaelBynote,  viz.,  one  of 
triuaph  and  joy.  The  very  theme  of  the 
epistle  aad  gospel  is  victory  over  sin, 
and  death  which  is  its  consequence.  It 
jrereals  the  Christian  hope  that  we  shall 
be  clothed  with  incorruptibility  and 
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ianortality,  on  hearing  the  Toice  of 
the  Son  of  Qod,  tsmmonlng   as  to  a  xunf 
and  eternal  life. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  a  Judgment* 
The  lengthy  sequence  of  the  Mass^  eaUed 
the  Dies  Irae«  does  not  pemit  us  to 
ferget  this^  Init  for  the  good  and  faith- 
ful servant  the  judgment  will  be  a  ring- 
ing proclamation  of  Tictory*  Indeed  we 
anticipate  this  proelamation  of  victory, 
as  we  sing  the  joyful  notes  of  the  '•In 
ParadisuM**  whilst  bearing  the  body  to 
the  vestibule  of  the  church. 

•Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant". 
Frederick  Daniel  Header,  our  Basilian 
eonfrere^  was  truly  faithful  to  tbm 
Christian  tradition  of  a  family  which 
began  its  history  in  South  Bend,  Indiana, 


NeCorkeU  —  FA'm]^  DANIEL  ISADSR  13d 

where  he,  the  eldest ,  was  bom  in  IS^O. 
While  he  was  still  young  the  family 
MOTed  to  Orlllia,  Ontario ,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  secondary  education  and 
where  he  subsequently  taught  in  the 
S^arate  School*  Later  he  ea«e  to  %hm 
University  of  Toronto  and  enrolled  itt 
Mathematics  and  Physics^  froM  which 
coiirse  he  graduated  with  first  class 
honours  in  190 5 •  He  then  accepted  a 
position  on  the  staff  of  the  University, 
which  he  gave  up  in  1906  to  enter  the 
Novitiate  of  the  Congregation  of  St. 
Basil*  At  the  conclusion  of  his  year 
of  Novitiate  he  began  his  associations 
with  St.  Michael's  College,  which,  with 
an  intermissl  on  of  two  years,  remained 
unbroken  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  His  first  teaching  duties  wer« 
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in  the  Senior  High  School  Matheaaties, 
but  after  ordination  in  1911  he  b^aae 
Professor  of  Ethics  and  Religious  Know- 
ledge. In  1914  he  becamo  Eegistrar  a^nd 
two  years  later  the  office  of  Bursar 
was  added  to  the  list  of  his  duties* 
In  1921  he  was  appointed  Superior  of 
St*  Thomas  College,  Ghathaa,  Hew  Bruns- 
wick, where  he  reaained  in  charge  until 
the  Basilians  withdrew  in  1923,  when  he 
returned  to  St*  Michael* s« 

Father  Meader  had  splendid  gifts  both 
as  a  Ban  and  as  a  priest*  His  asazing 
industry  has  been  the  subject  of  admir- 
ation and  praise,  and  there  is  much 
truth  in  the  reniark  once  made  that  he 
always  did  the  work  of  two  men*  ^his 
was  true  of  him  as  a  young  student  when 


MeCorkell  —  FATHER  DARIEL  MEADER  UO 

h«  worked  to  defray  expenses  while 
attending  High  School  and  University* 
It  was  ture  of  him  in  St*  Michael *8p 
where  he  not  only  had  the  duties  of  a 
professor  but  also  those  of  Bursar  and 
Se^strar.  It  was  true  of  hiffl  in 
Chatham,  New  Brunswick,  where  he  wa« 
both  Superior  and  Bursar* 

Whilst  discharging  these  adainistratiTe 
duties  he  found  time  to  do  a  tremendous 
aaount  of  reading,  which  enabled  hia  to 
keep  throughly  in  touch  with  cujrrent 
literature  in  Moral  Philosophy,  which 
he  taught,  and  his  students  have  often 
borne  witness  to  the  thoroughness  with 
Ttirtiich  his  lectures  were  prepared,  and 
the  aaount  of  erudition  which  he  dis- 
played* 
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I  should  like  above  all  to  stress  the 
s^al  with  which  he  performed  his  pries- 
tly  offices*  It  is  indeed  another 
tribute  to  his  aaazing  industry  that 
he  found  time  to  act  as  Confessor  and 
director  to  the  students^  as  well  as 
to  the  inaates  of  the  Mercer  and  Good 
Shephex*d*  But  to  hie  this  work  was  a 
labour  of  love  aiKi  a  recreation*   I 
rvBMiber  how  he  demurred  when  on  one 
occasion  an  effort  was  aade  to  lighten 
his  burden  by  relieving  him  of  the  duty 
of  hearing  confessions  outside  the  Col- 
lege* He  loved  his  priestly  woz^  and 
b«cged  permission  to  continue  it*  It 
is  little  wonder,  therefore,  that  he 
was  loved  by  his  penitent s,  and  that  he 
•zeroised  a  great  influence  over  those 
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¥ihm   case  to  hia  for  spiritual  guidance* 
In  this  connecticn  it  might  be  pointed 
out  that  in  the  two  years  during  which 
te  was  at  Chathas  he  sent  nine  young 
■•n  to  the  Novitiate.  It  is  likewise 
worthy  of  note  that  dxiring  the  enforced 
rest  which  preceded  his  last  acute 
attack,  what  distressed  hia  aost  was 
the  doctor* s  order  that  he  should  not 
celebrate  Mass,  and  it  is  a  tribute  to 
his  piety,  if  not  to  his  pznidence,  that 
he  did  not  always  obey* 

Father  Meader  will  be  oissed  by  aany* 
Mssed  by  his  students  who  admired  hia 
for  his  industry  and  his  learning* 
Hissed  by  his  penitents,  irtio  loved  hia 
for  his  kindness*  Missed  by  the  members 
of  his  f€UBlly,  to  idioa  he  was  tenderly 
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deToted.  Missed  by  his  Baslllan  con- 
freres »  to  whoa  he  was  endeared  by  his 
gentlesess^  his  qaiet  humour,  and  es- 
pecially his  charity.  Indeed  his  col- 
l^ftgues  haye  repeatedly  borne  witness 
to  the  fact  that  they  never  heard  hia 
say  one  unkind  word  about  another. 

•Hifell  done 9   good  and  faithful  servant ••• 


(3«nBon  preached  by  Father  £.J.  McGorkell 
at  the  funeral  of  Father  Frederick  Daniel 
Header,  C.S.B.,  in  St.  Basil's  Church, 
oronto,  October  9t  1924«  Transcribed 
from  the  author's  manuscript  in  the 
General  Archives  of  the  Basilian  Fathers) 


ShMtaan  —  FATHER  L£0  McGEADT     144 

"Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  victory  H# 
tea  glT^n  us  in  Jesus  Christ  Our  Lord*" 
(SpistXe  read  at  the  Funeral  Mass) 

Bishop  Xarrocco,  Mrs.  MftGrady,  friends, 
confreres. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  glimpse  of  the 
victory  He  has  givoi  us  in  the  nystery 
of  the  life  and  death  of  Leo  MeGrady* 
Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  mystery  of  Leo, 
ttaa  aystery  of  Tofflmy  Moylan,  of  Vernon 
Kennedy,  of  Tom  0*Rourke»   The  mystery 
of  the  life  and  death  of  Loo  MtGrady  is 
■aeh  the  same  as  the  mystery  of  the  life 
and  death  of  Vernon  Kennedy. 


wo  wore  oealnarians  at  old  21  St. 
Nury  Street,  when  Leo  was  in  the  Seminary, 
wo  wore  blessed  with  the  grace  of  watch- 
lag  Vernon  Kennedy  becooo  a  Saint.  He 
woo  an  ospooially  brilliant  and  highly 


Sheehan  —  FATHER  LSO  McGRADT      145 

educated  teacher  of  Theology,  Imt  his 
extreme  sensitivity  made  life  difficult 
f^r  hia  and  others*  He  was  Just  beeom- 
lag  finally  a  really  good  teacher  when 
km  was  stricken  with  a  brain  tuaor,  and 
gradually  lost  all  power  of  eoairmmie^- 
ation  and  self  care*  We,  Le  and  the 
rest  of  us,  saw  Vernon  Kennedy,  in  the 
face  of  this  senseless  waste,  grow  out 
of  his  shell  of  embarrassfflent,  completely 
accept  the  i^ole  messy  siti;iation,  and 
with  humor  and  generosity  enter  courage-- 
ously  and  fully  into  the  dark  mystery* 
X  believed  then  that  he  was  a  SAIHT, 
and  1  still  believe  it*  His  death  had 
the  most  profound  effect  on  us  at  the 
Seslnary,  as  earlier  did  ^e  life  and 
death  of  Toaiqr  Koylan,  who  died  at  tte 
Seminary  after  22  years  of  sleeping 


Sheehan  —  FATHER  LEO  McGRADT      146 

sickness,  and  as  later  did  the  death  in 
Houston  of  Tom  O'Roiirke^  >tho   from  in- 
creasing srankiness  regained  in  his 
last  bedridden  years  of  life  not  only 
his  old  joTiality  but  a  new  depth  of 
Faith. 

The  aystery  of  Leo  is  really  the  same 
as  the  l^stery  of  Christ  on  the  Cross, 
Christ  in  the  Hass  we  celebrate,  Christ 
suffering  and  laughing  and  triumphing 
in  the  whole  Church;  it  is  the  ease  as 
the  Mystery  of  STery  person  in  the 
Church,  in  the  whole  vast  assembly  of 
all  God*s  people;  it  is  the  same  as  the 
Mystery  of  every  human  being  that  ever 
lived,  every  ancient  Egyptian  or  Aztec, 
evsry  modem  Vietnamese^  Chinese  of 
American,  every  one  of  us,  you  and  me 
too,  for  we  all  have  to  face  in  our  own 
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way  the  ultimate  Mystery  of  life  and 
deathp  the  Mystery  of  good  and  eril^ 
of  suffering  and  joy,  hate  and  love, 
of  being  and  non-being  and  becoming* 
This  Mystex7  we  all  share  in  the  hidden 
Christ,  but  we  still  e3q>erience  it 
UNIQUELY,  each  in  our  own  way« 

Leo  was  in  soae  ways  like  Moylan  and 
Kennedy  and   0*Rourke,  in  sons  ways  like 
all  of  us,  but,  like  each  of  us,  he  was 
unique  too*  He  had  his  own  kind  of 
se&sitivity;  he  had  his  own  kind  of 
difficulties;  he  had  his  own  special 
gifts,  and  his  gifts  were  largely  the 
way  he  met  his  difficulties*  He  was 
•specially  neat  and  meticulous  and  con* 
•emed  for  his  appearance*  This  carried 
OTcr  for  the  good  in  his  faithfulness 
to  the  trying  details  of  study  and  work 
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and  in  his  willingness  to  take  tiiM  and 
effort  with  students  and  other  people* 
His  own  sensitivity  led  to  a  deep  con* 
sideration  for  others,  a  kind  under- 
standing that  was  remarkable  in  its 
patience  and  generous  concern* 

Along  with  this  went  a  sharp  wit  and 
humor,  not  always  completely  "charit- 
able**, but  in  the  main  leaTening  and 
livening  and  a  great  boon  to  himself 
and  others. 

Leo  developed  a  keen  interest  in  teach- 
ing religion  and  in  preaching,  whieh 
led  hiffl  to  become  the  first  Basilian  to 
obtain  a  graduate  degree  in  Public 
Speaking*  '^"his  degree  he  worked  hard 
for,  vex^r  hax^,  during  long  hot  summers 
in  Ann  Arbor*  After  ouch  frustration 
he  was  finally  beginning  to  use  bis 
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special  training  to  the  fxxXX  when  hm 
was  hit  by  the  final  terrible  irony  of 
his  life.  He  was  stricken  with  cancer 
of  the  ton^e.  After  many  iraproveinants 
and  false  hopes  there  gradually  dawned 
on  him  the  terrifying  realization  that 
not  only  vras  his  cherished  and  culti- 
vated gift  to  be  his  ao^ery,  but  his 
facade  of  neatness  was  to  be  ripped 
entirely  away* 

His  wit  and  humor  he  still  had,  but  in- 
adequate weapons  they  were.  The  help 
of  some  confreres,  friends  and  relatives 
he  had;  and  this  he  had  -—  the  complete 
hopelessness  of  it  all,  the  absurdity 
of  it  all,  and  most  absurdly  —  the 
Faith,  the  Gift  we  call  Grace  — -  the 
mysterious  HOPE  we  dare  to  try  to  live 
in. 


I 
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Those  n^o  helped  him  the  last  year  of 
his  life  say  that  about  two  months  be- 
fore he  died  he  noticeably  accepted 
the  whole  works,  the  whole  ordeal ,  and 
as  he  lost  full  commimi cation  there 
became  evident  in  his  eyes  and  gestures 
a  iMt  appreciation  and  calm  snd   even 
zest*  Sensitivity  and  disappointment 
became  less  and  less  important  as  he 
entered  fully  into  the  Kystery,  the 
mystery  we  all,  in  our  frightened  and 
halting  ways  perhaps,  must  somehow  entr, 

I  thank  God  for  those  who  helped  him 
those  last  months,  his  confreres, 
doctors,  nurses,  his  friends  and  rel- 
atives, nephews  and  nieces,  his  two 
brothers,  and  in  a  very  special  way  his 
gracious,  devoted  sister,  l^s.  Gotten; 
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in  a  special  way,  too,  one  of  his  nurses , 
Iflsa  Gloria  Nelson,  gifted  by  God  with 
a  r— nrkable  Faith  and  Hope  and  d«ep 
Christian  loTe,  who  helped  hln  to  a 
degree  perhaps  no  other  coiild*  I  thank 
God  for  you.  Miss  Kelson,  and  I  thank 
you  for  helping  ay  confrere  Leo*  And  I 
thank  God  especially  for  that  valiant 
woaan  his  mother,  who  stood  so  faithfully 
by  his  side,  whose  warn  and  sturdy  down 
to  earth  sense  of  humor  and  stability 
did  so  much  to  influence  his  sense  of 
fauMor  in  life  and  his  final  stability 
in  the  face  of  death. 

I<eo  has  gone  farther  in  the  Mystery  of 
Lif e-death-Lif e  than  we  can  now  follow, 
but  for  us  the  Mystery  remains,  includ* 
ing  the  ancient  bafflement  of  suffering. 


Sheehan  —  FATBBB  XJBO  KeGRADT      152 

•f  paiiiy  of  evil.  It  is  well  for  us  to 
rMitaber  this  even  in  the  soaring  six- 
tieSy  in  the  aggiomaaento,  in  all  our 
knowledge  and  scientific  and  other 
explosions,  in  all  our  progress  and 
hopes  and  dizzying  chaoges  — •  the 
l^stery  of  suffering  ana  death  remains. 

Poep  John  gare  us  such  Hope,  and  the 
progress  is  unbelierable,  but  there  is 
also  the  disillusionment ,  the  disap* 
pointment,  the  meeting  of  new  problei^ 
and  even  seemingly  new  questions,  the 
learning  that  we  really  have  to  keep  on 
reviewing  and  reforming  and  starting 
over,  that  the  human  cussedness  and 
omeriness  of  ourselves  and  others  re- 
aains,  that  twenty,  fifty  years  from  turn 
things  will  still  not  be  perfect;  as 
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Father  O'Rourke  used  to  say,  ••Hext  year 
we  won't  have  all  this  trouble;  it  will 
be  eofflething  else."  The  ''Mew  Breed*'^ 
so  alive  with  good  idealism,  will,  eren 
they,  have  to  enter  the  nervous,  con- 
fused middle  years  we,  good,  sane  bal- 
anced ones,  are  already  in,  and  a  few 
of  them  even  the  cranky  crotchety  years 
of  those  old  codgers. 

The  l^stery  of  human  suffering  remains, 
but  also  the  Mystery  of  the  good  in  the 
evil,  of  joy  and  laughter,  of  courtesy 
and  humor,  of  generous,  incredible 
courage,  of  starting  over,  of  forgiving 
and  even  allowing  ourselves  to  be  for- 

giVttl. 

There  remains  the  Mystery  of  Calvary^ 
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PsauUi  21^  the  prayer  of  Christ  on  th« 
Cross,  trhe  feeling  of  all  the  despair 
of  ^}fy   God,  My  God,  why  have  You  for- 
saken M8?**  But  also  the  glad  bewilder- 
ing Hope  of  the  seeond  half  of  that 
uamm  ?ealm   21,  **May  your  heart  be  ever 
■erry*"  For  Psala  21  is  not  only  the 
cry  of  the  Good  Friday  Hill  of  Skulls, 
it  is  also  the  song  of  the  Supper  of 
Holy  Thursday  life,  of  the  %fine  of  our 
Poetry  and  the  Bread  of  our  Strength, 
the  Bread  and  Wine  for  \;he  Journey,  for 
the  long  dark  road  through  life  and 
death  to  LIFE. 

*thank  God  for  the  Tic t cry  Re  has  given 
us  through  Christ  Jesus  Our  Lord." 
Thank  God  for  the  gXijopae   of  the  victory 
He  has  giveii  us  in  Toma^  Moylan  and 
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Vernon  Kennedy  and  Ton  0*Rourke^  and 
now  in  Leo  Victor  McGrady* 

Thank  God  for  the  wonder  of  it  all; 
thaak  God  for  the  absurd  mystery  of 
ALLSLUIA. 


(Seroon  preached  by  Father  John  M. 
Sh^ihan  at  the  Funeral  Mass  for  Father 

Uo  KcGrady  in  St,  BasU's  Church, 
^oronto,  July  15,  1965.  Transcribed 
from  the  preacher's  manuscript*) 
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HfTSRKATIONAL  FLAVOR  PRESENT  IK  SAINT 
MICHAEL'S  G£irrSi;NIAL  CELS8EATI0NS 

<W.chaeI...Who  Standeth  For  The  Children 
of  Thy  People* 


Sermon  on  St.  Klchael^s  College  Centenary 
Preached  by  Most  Rer.  R.H.  Dignan 


''But  at  that  tiae  shall  Michael  rise  up, 
the  great  Prince,  who  atandeth  for  the 
children  of  thy  paople."   (Daniel  12,1) 

Your  Eminence,  Most  Rot.  Archbishops 
and  Bishops,  Rt*  Rev*  and  Rev.  Fathers 
and  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren: 

109   bsTO  asseaibled  today  in  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  St.  Michael  to  unite  with  the 
good  Basilian  Fathers  in  expressing  to 
Almighty  God,  through  the  Holy  Sacrifice 
of  the  Mas 3,  celebrated  by  His  Eminence, 
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the  Cardinal  Archbishop,  our  suprMM 
gratitude  and  ferrent  thanksgiving  for 
a  century  of  devoted  service  in  the 
all-important  field  of  Catholic  edu- 
cation, of  a  truly  outstanding  insti- 
tution of  our  beloved  country,  of  a 
College  which  too  bears  the  name  of 
St*  Michael,  the  Protector  of  tht 
Church  of  God. 

Angelic  Leader 
The  name  of  this  angel,  seraph,  minis- 
ter of  the  Lord,  leader  of  the  amies 
of  God,  conqueror  of  Satan,  protector 
of  sen  and  standard  bearer  of  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  cannot  fall  to  stir  our 
souls  and  kindle  our  imaginations,  when 
we  contemplate  the  tremendous  educational 
achievements,  during  the  past  century. 
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of  St*  Michael *s  College,  Toronto*  For 
like  Michael  of  old,  it  has  risen  up 
and  stands  forth  for  the  children  of 
our  people* 

Before  attempting  to  Toice  our  supreae 
thauiksgiving  to  Crod,  the  Giver  of  all, 
and  our  heart-felt  congratulations  and 
sincere St  appreciation  of  this  century 
of  devoted  service  of  the  priests  of 
the  Congregation  of  St*  Basil,  let  us 
first  lift  one  comer  of  the  veil  which 
obscures  fxx)^  aany  the  intricate  history 
and  the  true  value  of  the  Christian 
education 

Teacher  of  Teachers 

Assuredly,  Christ  is  our  great  teacher* 
Even  the  Jewish  population  of  old  recog- 
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nis«d  this  fact,  for  did  they  not  ex- 
clalBt  '^Master  we  know  that  thou  art 
comm     a  teacher  from  God;  for  no  aan 
can  do  the  things  which  thou  dost,  un- 
less God  be  with  him.**  (John  3^  2) 

Had  Christ* 8  olsslon  ended  when  he  left 
this  earth.  He  would  still  have  been  In 
word  and  work,  the  Ideal  teacher,  and 
would  have  Influenced  for  all  time  the 
education  of  mankind,  so  far  as  Its 
tiltlmate  alms  and  basic  principles  are 
concerned.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
He  made  ample  provision  for  the  perpetu- 
ation of  His  work  by  training  a  select 
body  of  men.  To  these  Apostles,  more- 
over. He  gave  the  co— and;  "Going  there- 
fore teach  ye  all  nations. • .and  behold 
I  am  with  you  all  days  even  to  the  con- 
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sianiatlon  of  the  world •**     (Matt*  2S, 

19-20). 

These  words  are  the  charter  of  the 
Christian  Church,  as  a  teaching  insti- 
tution. ifiThile  they  refer  directly  to 
salration,  and  therefore  to  the  iapart- 
ing  of  religious  tzniths,  they  nererthe- 
less,  by  the  very  nature  of  that  truth, 
carry  with  them  the  obligation  of  in- 
sisting on  certain  principles  and 
Maintaining  certain  characteristics 
which  have  a  decisive  bearing  on  all 
educational  problems. 

Tine  does  not  pemit  us  to  review  even 
briefly  the  Church's  activities  in  the 
field  of  education  throughout  the  cen- 
turies of  her  history.  But  even  the 
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casual  student  of  history  must  know 
something  of  the  continuous  labors  of 
the  Church  to  educate  her  children  and 
to  fom  them  unto  justice* 

It  ii^  indeed 9  an  historical  fact  that 
practically  all  the  great  universities 
of  Europe  must  trace  their  origin  to 
ecclesiastical  sources.  The  rise  of 
the  great  teaching  orders  of  men  and 
women,  stimulated  in  a  great  manner  by 
the  Council  of  Trent,  should  prove  be- 
yond the  shadow  of  a  doubt  the  tre- 
mendous importance  that  our  Holy  ^hurch 
places  upon  education* 

BasLlian  Humility 

Today  we  are  rejoicing  before  the  altar 
of  God  with  one  of  these  congregations. 
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the  Fathers  of  St.  Basil  of  St.  Mich- 
ael s  College  who  culainate  a  century 
of  striving  to  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  their  Head  Master,  Christ,  the  great 
teacher.  The  story  of  this  self-sacfi- 
f icing  coianunity  is  perhaps  not  too 
well  known,  for  it  oust  be  said  of  the 
Basilians  that  with  characteristic 
huaility  they  have  never  sought  pub- 
licity, save  when  the  same  could  foster 
or  expand  their  efforts  as  Christian 
educators. 

The  Basilian  Fathers  aay  be  described 
as  an  indirect  result  of  the  French 
Revolution  of  1790,  which  in  so  many 
ways  resefflbles  the  fierce  persecution 
of  the  Church  of  God  now  in  progress 
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behind  the  Iron  Curtain  or  where  athe- 
istic CoramunisB  holds  sway*  Then,  as 
now,  does  the  UniTersal  Church  pray  the 
Great  St*  Michael  the  Archangel  to  be 
o\ir  defender  in  the  day  of  battle  and 
to  be  our  protection  against  the  snares 
of  the  devil* 

Law  Of  Persecution 

The  Church  is,  and  must  always  be,  open 
to  persecution  because  she  is  not  only 
a  spiritual  idea  but  a  risible  unit  of 
oankind.  Sometines  persecution  is 
■•rely  the  malice  or  the  ignorance  of 
the  sarage;  sonetimes  it  is  the  result 
of  the  cold  calculations  of  the  so- 
called  philosopher,  the  politician  or 
the  despot.  SoBetimes  it  is  the  casual 
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Tiolence  of  a  w>b«  Soae tines  there  are 
bloodshed,  torture  and  death;  at  other 
times  imprisonment,  fines  and   confis- 
cation* Churches  may  be  shut  up  or 
destroyed  and  schools  starred  out*  Even 
the  gentle  nuns  who  shelter  the  help* 
less  child  or  the  ailing  poor  know  what 
It  Means  to  suffer  for  Christ* 

But  in  God*s  good  time,  the  prayer  of 
Christ*s  Church  will  be  heard  and  St* 
Michael  the  Prince  of  the  Heavenly  Host 
will  once  again  drive  back  into  hell 
Satan* 

So  it  was  when  the  French  Revolution 
had  spent  its  fury  and  in  IdOO,  a  little 
group  of  priest-teachers  began  to  try 
to  repair  its  ravages  by  the  establish- 


'^^^4 
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Bent  of  a  school  in  the  mountains  of 
Vivarais  in  France*  Success  crowned 
their  efforts  and  in  1^2  their  school 
was  raoved  to  Annonay*  Gradually  thes« 
devoted  educationalist  realized  that 
the  perpetuation  of  their  work  would 
best  be  fostered  by  their  formation 
into  a  religious  institute.  In  1822 
they  formed  a  pious  association  binding 
themselves  by  the  simple  promise  to 
consecrate  their  lives  to  the  education 
of  youth. 

Call  By  Charbonnel 

As  early  as  1^37  Pope  Gregory  XVI  de- 
creed that  the  Institute  of  the  Priests 
of  St.  Basil  was  worthy  of  praise,  which 
decree  was  definitely  confirmed  by  Pius  H 


A«4tf 
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on  Not.  23, 1^63 •  Fortunately  for  the 
cause  of  Catholic  education  in  North 
Aaerica  one  of  the  early  pupils  of  the 
College  of  Annonay  was  none  other  than 
Armand  Franqois  Marie  de  Charbonnel, 
destined  to  becoae  in  1350,  Toronto *8 
second  Bishop*  With  his  custofflary 
keenness  of  foresight,  even  before  he 
left  his  native  France  to  take  posses* 
sion  of  his  new  See,  Bishop  de  Char- 
bonnel  laid  plans  for  the  establishaent 
of  St.  Michael's  College,  securing  the 
eoasent  of  his  forser  teachers  to  staff 
the  new  institution  which  he  proposed 
to  found.  He  prevailed  upon  the  Bas- 
ilian  Superior  of  Annonay  to  allow  the 
only  English- speaking  priest  of  his 
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lity,  the  Rer.  Patrick  Maloney,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  to  journey  to  Canada 
with  hiji*  Thus  Father  Maloney  aay  be 
twed  the  precursor  sent  to  prepare 
the  way  for  the  founding  of  St*  Mich- 
ael's College. 

His  scholarly  attainments,  together  with 
his  attractive  manner  and  his  pleasing 
gift  of  oratory  pave  the  way  for  the 
joyous  welcome  extended  to  his  confreres 
when  they  arrived  in  Toronto  in  August 
1352,  and  a  month  later  opensd  a  modest 
school  on  Queen  Street. 

The  Pioneers 

The  staff  comprised  men  afterwards  re- 
nowned in  the  annals  of  education  in 
Ontario,  with  Father  J*M«  Soulerin,  as 
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the  first  Superior;  Father  Joseph  Mal- 
bos^  Bursar^  and  two  scholastics  in 
IQjior  Orders y  Messrs.  Charles  Vinc^it 
and  William  Flannery,  who  were  ordained 
to  the  priesthood  the  following  year* 
To  the  skilled  historian  anist  be  relin- 
quished the  completion  of  the  story  of 
the  c  entury  of  achievements  of  the  val* 
iant  and  efficient  Basilian  Fathers  in 
their  chosen  field  of  teaching* 

By  their  fruits  you  shall  know  them  is 
a  dictum  of  Sacred  Scriptures*  In  ac- 
cordance therefwith  it  should  be  noted 
that  two  of  the  nine  pupils  who  pr^ 
sented  themselres  on  the  opening  day 
became  well-known  Bishops  of  Ontario* •• 
Bishop  R..A*  0* Connor  of  Peterborough 
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and  Archbishop  Dennis  O'Connor,  suc- 
cessiYely  Superior  of  Assumption  Col- 
lega^  Windsor,  Bishop  of  London  and 
Archbishop  of  "Toronto* 

A  pupil  who  presented  himself  two  weeks 
later,  George  Richard  Northgraves,  was 
one  of  the  theologians  who  participated 
in  the  Vatican  Council  of  1^70;  for  20 
7«ars  he  was  Editor  of  the  Catholic 
Record  and  was  greatly  desired  by 
Toronto  University  as  one  of  its 
professors. 

To  coMplete  the  century-long  list  of 
the  illstrious  graduates  of  St*  Mich- 
ael's College,  in  the  ranks  of  the  hier« 
archy,  the  priesthood,  the  various  pro- 
fessions, the  ranks  of  legislators  and 
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outstanding  business  aen  and  citizens 
of  Canada  and  the  United  States  is 
clearly  beyoiKl  the  lisits  of  this  dis- 
course. 

Beyond  "J^oronto 

FroM  St.  Michael's  College  hare  sprung 
muMTous  other  splendid  educational 
centres:  at  Windsor  and  Sudbury  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  at  Saskatoon  and 
Calgary  in  Western  Canada.  Nor  oust 
ws  OTsrlook  their  equally  wonderful 
institutions  in  Detroit,  Rochester  and 
in  the  State  of  Texas,  ^hey  laay  also 
be  described  as  the  pioneers  of  work  in 
the  great  Archdiocese  of  Toronto  and 
•Isefwhere.  '^heir  spiritual  care  of 

prisoners  and  mentally  afflicted  fo: 
a  glorious  chapter  in  their  history. 
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They  have  also  served  as  a  bulwark  of 
spiritual  strength  to  the  noble  rel* 
igious  women,  who  by  prayer  and  a  life 
of  contemplation  or  by  the  active  pur- 
suits of  charitable  or  educational  works 
have  been  their  fellow  workers  in  fos- 
tering Christ's  reign  in  the  hearts  of 
men. 

At  best  we  can  but  insinuate  rather  than 
recount  with  elaborate  detail  the  untold 
good  accomplished  by  the  worth  Basilian 
Fathers* 

Nay  we  conclude.  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, 
by  humbly  exhorting  you  on  this  Feast 
of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  to  petition 
Christ  our  Divine  Savior  and  Teacher, 
through  the  intercession  of  Our  Blessed 
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Lady,  and  the  great  St.  Basil,  to  shower 
His  choicest  blessings  upon  the  great 
College  which  is  our  klma,   Mater  and 
which  today  completes  its  first  century 
of  sejrrice  in  this  portion  of  the  Mas- 
ter's Vineyard.  As  of  old  St*  Michael 
stood  beside  the  altar  of  God  with  a 
golden  thurible  in  his  hand,  today  nay 
he  be  our  intermediary  in  offering  be- 
fore the  Throne  of  the  Most  High  the 
good  works  and  the  noble  deeds  of  the 
past  century  of  the  Basilian  Fathers  of 
St*  Michael's  College.  May  these  arise 
as  incense  for  the  greater  honor  and 
glory  of  God.  As«i« 


(Transcribed  froB  the  Canadian  Register, 
October  4,  1952;  a  newspaper  clipping 
in  the  General  Archives  of  the  Basilian 
Fathers) 
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Tour  Excellency,  Bishop  Allen, 
Family  and  Friends  of  Father  Girard: 

Death  is  one  subject  in  which  no  man  is 
an  expert.  No  one  can  speak  from  ex- 
perience* tf«  maj   see  it  from  time  to 
time,  we  may  mrmi  witness  the  dying 
moments  of  a  close  friend,  but  in  all 
these  events  we  are  spectators,  we  are 
someone  looking  on.  What  it  is  we 
really  do  not  know  except  that  it  fills 
us  with  a  certain  f ear«  We  may  struggle 
with  many  difficulties  throughout  life, 
in  fzct,  life  may  well  be  a  problem, 
but  death  is  a  mystery* 

It  is  not  surprising  then  that  through- 
out the  many  cultures  in  civilizations 
in  history,  there  are  many  different 
and  vague  notions  about  death*  Even 
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God^s  chosen  people,  the  Ancient  Heb* 
rvifs,  had  a  very  cloudy  and  uncertain 
ld«a  of  Just  what  death  aeant*  It  was 
after  the  coffling  of  Christ  that  we 
really  learned  something  about  death 
from  what  Jesus  taught  about  it  and 
from  His  own  attitude  towards  it* 

You  reraefflber  the  incident  that  is  re- 
lated in  Scripture  when  Christ  was  con- 
fronted with  the  Sadducees.  The  Saddu- 
cees  were  a  group  of  people  who  did  not 
believe  in  the  hereafter*  Christ  told 
thmm  that  they  were  wrong  because  **Te 
knflM  not  the  "Scriptures  nor  the  power 
of  God.**  **Have  you  not  read  what  was 
spoken  to  you  by  God  saying:  I  as  the 
God  of  AbrahaiB,  and  the  God  of  Isaac 
and  the  God  of  Jacob?  He  is  not  the 
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God  of  the  dead  but  of  the  living." 

More  instructive  than  His  teaching  on 
th«  problem  of  death  is  Christ  *s  re-» 
action  before  the  fact  of  death.  This 
is  something  we  can  share  and  appreciate 
having  stood  helpless  before  the  corpse 
of  someone  we  loved.  In  the  narrative 
of  the  raising  of  Lazarus,  we  have  one 
fact  repeated  throughout,  Jesus  loved , 
Jesus  groaned  in  spirit,  and  was  troub- 
led, Jesus  wept.  He  said  to  Martha, 
the  sister  of  Lazarus,  **I  am  the  Resur- 
rection and  the  Life,  he  who  believes 
in  Me  even  if  he  dies  shall  live  and 
whoever  lives  and  believes  in  Me,  shall 
not  die." 

Christ  not  only  tuaght  us  by  words  but 
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by  example.  He  not  only  shovfed  us  how 
to  live,  but  how  to  die*  Jesus*  death 
Included  the  Agony,  Passion  and  Sunren- 
der*  He  kii«w  that  death  awaited  Him 
and  He  feared  it  and  was  troubled  by  it* 
He  said  to  His  Apostles,  '^My  soul  is 
sad  even  unto  death*'*  His  final  words, 
"Into  Xhy  hands  I  commend  My  spirit", 
reflected  this  act  of  surrender*  It 
WAS  an  act  that  summed  up  a  whole  life 
of  loving  obedience* 

The  real  meaning  of  death  then,  is 
shown  on  Easter  Sunday  morning.  When 
His  followers  caiM  to  His  tomb  that 
following  Sunday  they  were  greeted  with 
the  w  ords,  "Why  do  you  seek  the  living 
One  among  the  dead?  He  is  not  here,  but 
has  risen."  Faith  in  the  Resurrection, 
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tu'ising  from  the  dead,  is  at  the  very 
heart  of  our  Christian  religion. 
Christ* 8  death  changed  our  whole  notion 
about  death*  It  is  not  an  End  but  a 
fcginning*  It  was  the  destruction  of 
life,  but  it  is  now  its  very  condition. 
It  was  a  separation  from  God  —  it  is 
now  the  way  to  union  with  His.  For  a 
Christian  to  live  he  aust  first  die, 
for  him  to  share  in  the  Resurrection, 
he  must  first  partake  of  the  death  of 
Christ. 

When  we  were  first  baptized,  when  w« 
first  became  members  of  Christ's  Church, 
this  holy  people  of  God,  by  Signs  we 
went  through,  and  were  joined  to,  the 
Passion,  Death  and  Resurrection  of 
Christ.  By  the  ver>'  action  of  water 
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being  poured  over  us,  there  was  slgni* 
fled  a  death  to  sin,  a  living  vdth 
Christy  «vhat  was  symbolized  by  signs 
and  sacraments  before »  now  becomes  the 
reality  when  we  die.  When  we  die,  we 
begin  a  new  way  of  sharing  the  Divine 
Life,  the  actual  living  %d.th  God*  So 
our  death  is  really  the  fulfillment  of 
Baptism,  it  is  the  fulfillment  of  that 
death  that  was  signified  when  we  first 
became  Christ *s  body. 

Death  is  sometiaes  called  the  great  dis- 
illusionment •  However  we  may  carve  our 
dreams,  or  embroider  our  fantasies , 
these  are  all  shattered  at  death. 
Whether  wa  be  young  or  old,  rich  or 
poor,  whether  we  enjoyed  a  life  ggood 


I 


Gaughan  —  FATHEK  UUJEGE  GIRARD    179 

full  of  rich  experience,  or  have  yet  to 
look  forward  to  such  a  life,  it  is  all 
destroyed  and  we  are  face  to  face  vrith 
reality.  On  Ash  Wednesday,  the  Church 
is  anxious  that  we  do  face  reality*  We 
hftTe  dust  sprinkled  over  our  foreheads 
and  the  words  of  the  priest  tell  us  to 
r— saber  that  we  came  from  dust,  and 
unto  dust  we  shall  return.  This  disil- 
lusionment is  always  present  at  death* 
However,  soraetimes  it  is  present  before 
death.  Father  Girard  suffered  ill 
health  for  the  last  few  years*  His 
d3mamic  qualities  as  a  teacher,  prefect, 
and  a  leader  of  youth,  slowly  ebbed 
«ifay  and  in  their  place  came  the  inevit- 
able frustx^tions  —  the  loneliness,  the 
fear 3 • 
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An  incident  is  told  of  &  man   who  Has 
dying  from  a  slow  paralysis*  A  friend 
caae  in  to  sympathize  with  him  for  being 
vuiable  to  live  out  his  life  in  the  full 
rigour  of  his  ioanhood.  The  sick  aian 
replied  that  there  was  nothing  really 
to  feel  bad  about^  that  God  was  really 
acting  towards  him  like  a  father*  He» 
himself 9  was  a  parent  and  in  putting 
his  own  children  to  bed,  he  took  away 
from  them  their  books,  their  work,  and 
their  play  things  in  order  to  get  them 
ready  for  bed*  So  he  felt  that  God  was 
acting  like  a  father  with  him,  taking 
away  his  work,  his  books,  his  play 
things  in  order  to  prepare  him  for 
eternal  rest  and  peace  and  life. 

The  same  sentiments  migjit  be  expressed 
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of  Fathar  Qirard*    Ood  took  mmf  mmnf 
of  tlM  &ctivitl«s  that  iii«r«  very  4#ar 
to  hX&  in  ord«r  Uiat  hm  sdL^it  te  ji^UiMi 
tyonwuca  fully  wiUi  Chrlstr  la  Umi  A|S0^» 
th»  Paffiiloa  asii  th«  Sttrr«&d«r  a^e^SMury 
to  b«  vlth  God* 


Omt  dnp>it  iqwpathy  and  ec»dol«iicoo  ^ 
to  tte  fath«r»  tho  hrtMmrm  and  alatoro 
tf  Fath^  OlrardU     Thojr  will  ba  rt^mbTod 
dally  1&  our  Wiat^a  and  f«<ayara« 


km  vm  oootlima  with  the  Maaa,  tfaa  taeikk* 
aristlc  SacrlTloa  of  the  PaaaloB^  teath 
Mid  ftaaarraetloo  of  Christy  1st  os  tate 
advaatafa  of  Uila  contact  with  Chrlat, 
oor  Brother,  to  plaad  with  HIb  that  our 
brother.  Father  Olrardt  ba  raealvad 
vlth  valoMW*     Lot  aa  taka  adfaata|»  c^ 


~  fxtms,  njjmc»  cmuss      it2 

ftU  of  tts  iiistit  hat^a  th3  courage  and 
tha  »trftfigth  tvo  ll-va  aora  dfteply  this 
AfoaOf  and  Surrender  to  God,  our  Resor* 
r#otloB  Old  lif«« 

ItanMi  fTMMted  bf  Fatter  John  tkmtfmm 
at  tho  funaral  Kaaa  for  Father  Uldica' 
Qirenl  in  tely  fioaary  Onreh,  TorQiito» 
Satarday,  Ja&oery  299  1966*    Trsxm^ 
eribad  froa  the  praaeh«r*a  aanuscripft) 


wassKti  jumHifWi  up 

TlMi  history  of  St.  Baall*8  Parish  is  * 
Iflog  OttSf  ^BB^I  *  ^^^nr  dlstlngolsb^  08«* 
For  caMratlocis  its  nsMi  hss  bssn  iqra-» 
umaaus  %fith  dsvoticm  to  ths  liturgy, 
sanolisnt  prsstiiiiic  and  the  fiiiost  ehiireh 
flBSlc  in  ths  eity* 


ehaaco  sad  custoas  ehango,  bat  tho 
fUthfUl  still  eons  to  St.  Bssil's  to 
worship  thsir  God  aai  to  psrtaks  of  ths 
Sit  ■  less  ths  parish  offsrs  to  thatt« 


Ths  history  of  ths  psriah  eontsias 

of  illustrious  asa  sod  noam  uto 
it  sa  bonoor  to  dsvots  s  part  of 
thsir  lif  s  to  ths  glory  of  God*    Truly 
thsy  undsrstood  nsll  ths  words  tihich 
ths  priest  says  daily  idim  hs  washss 
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bis  haisis  aTtsr  thm  ottmrtory*  "0  Lord^ 
I  liava  loirad  tho  bssoty  of  thj  hooMi  aad 
tte  plfte«  w/b/mem  fhy  glorr  dMill^H^* 
Mngr  of  tteas  frisoda  bftv«  r— nlmkl 
ni— !>■■  -«-»  tat  tiMilr  mmm  is  sm^Iy 
urittsa  in  tte  Book  of  Lif  s«    Oiis  of 
tYmm,  Mr*  Joisi  £JUssIi^r»  n^so  gsvs  tlw 
pvspsrty  for  3t»  Klehasl^s  Collsco  sai 
St.  &isil»s  (^rnroh,  9MlkmA  that,  at  liis 
dknth,  his  hsart  aigjfat  rwiiin  in  tto 
ofaureh*    It  is  hiddaa  bshind  a  aarbls 
plMiqfim  <m  ths  ^a^al  aida  —  naar  Oar 
Lady*s  altar. 

Wm  hava  f^raqaantly  Uiarngt^  that  thMM 
worthy  peraoiM  ahould  ba  pohliely  hoa- 
oiirad  with  the  Clsjreh^s  htmoura  aad 
hlaaafwga,  and  that  ia  wl^,  thia  yaar, 
wo  patitlonad  tha  Holy  ;»aa  throngih  Areh» 
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hlalbop  Pooodc  to  eoQf  «r  tfat  psipml  acdal 
Mid  honoum  eallad  "Beat  ltar«i^i*  -<» 
■Minfiig  "Iftll  Hnrltttd"  ^  tuo  hi^kly 
■ralMnrs  of  oi^  psrlslu    M 
that  joa  r»joie«  with  a*  aa  «•  aA 
!•  Jolm  PIjfBA  and  Unu  Mm  Field  to 
forward  ax^  roc«iTe  thoir  duo 
hoDours* 


hf  Fatter  ^mmm  OoolOBf 
pastor  ot  St*  Basil^o  Pariah,  Toronto, 
«^  tto  iufootltwn  of  lira*  Joba  Flgnn, 
jPBBorar  <^  tta  wmthly  Maaa  fcKr  priaata, 
and  Va«  <M»  Fields  aaeriatan  of  St* 
tartVa  Otmitu  with  tte  Bana  Nnraati 
«adal  oa  Tterad«rt  N<^s^  3^  1966,  at 
d:00  in  3t*  BaaiX'a  Church*     Trans- 
aribod  f^foa  tto  aMater^a  aaoiHieript*) 
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Tour  Excellency: 

Tte  litut^  of  Christian  burial  inelodss 
tt»  2-»citiag  «r  tte  gMj^daiettti  as  tte 
te^tar  la  b^lng  Itw^rsd  into  tte  srsvifo 
ft  te^iiMi,  *BlM«<Ml  te  tte  hoards  tte 
(Mi  (tf  Xmai  tewuie  fi«  teth  visitad 
bis  pmoipXmm^    It  is  an  inspired  anttea 
of  praiso  and  prophnKSf  frcai  tte  lips  of 
tte  BsteSM  prisst,  tmidtmrf^  his  first 
sftsr  his  poMsr  of  spa  ash  had 
rsstorsd  to  his  by  Ateighty  God* 
It  is  a  kitui  of  Kessianic  ajspteniy  of 
iM.eh  the  first  «ovstt«Mit  is  towards 
God  in  gmtitudo  for  the  oystery  of  tte 
Xiioaranticm^  ^(kki  teth  Yiaitsd  Bis 
psople*;  and  tte  sec<md  towards  2^otery*s 
iaftat  son,  Jote»  to  te  knoim  in  hia«> 
tmy  as  tte  Baptist, and  ifboss  irocation 
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la  to  piTsparo  tte  ittf « 


Xmk  shall  go  beford  tha  I/>rd  to  pr«|Mur« 
IriUi  wBjSf  to  glvo  Ma  poople  knonledgo 
of  oalvatloi  throi^h  t!»  forglToiiooo  of 
tteir  olM*    ^^t»h  is  tho  fisrcif^  IdLad* 
aoos  of  oar  Ood  which  has  biddaa  Hio  to 
OQMo  to  tts  lika  a  ttiimlag  froai  on  higik 
to  givo  lig^  to  thoao  yHno  lira  ia  darl&» 
aaaa  wal  ua  i^adoa  of  daa^^  to  diraet 
oier  foot  into  the  liar  of  ooaea* 
Clite  1^  76-79) 


worda  apply  to  avary  Chris  tlao  by 
of  laa  bi^tias.    B«  is  callad  to 
bo  a  sign  of  Cbrist^  a  witnasa  to  Christ 
in  U)«  so*i^cUJLad  secular  city*     l^it  tha 
words  apply  wro  partloularly  to  thm 
priaat*     Ke  is  in  tha  i^rld,  but  ha 
poJUita  bayood  it*     to  ba  in  ths  worlds 
to  know  it  ttom  tha  irjdLda,  to  oadar* 
atand  it,  to  STSfiQthiea  with  it,  to 
idaatify  with  it,  that  is  tha  wiac^^m 
^  Hsat  pd»  aad  VMm  for  Christ  Our 
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Lord*  To  be  not  of  this  world »  as 
Christ  was  not  of  this  world,  this  is 
the  more  elusive  wisdoa,  h«  must 
struggle  to  acquire,  if  he  is  to  be 
faithful  to  his  priestly  and  religious 
Yows,  and  reaain  a  faithful  witness 
to  Christ* 

He  is  a  nan,  but  he  speaks  of  things 
diTlne*  Eren  his  human  powers  and 
qualities  are  to  be  turned  to  account 
in  finding  a  way  for  Christ  into  hu«an 
hearts.  If  he  has  a  friendly  manner 
and  a  ready  wit  he  will  open  doors, 
and  even  minds  that  remain  closed  to 
others*  He  will  work  with  greater 
success: 


To  give  his  poople  knov/ledge  of  sal- 
vation through  the  forgiveness  of 
their  sins* 
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He  will  preach  more   conTincingly: 


•••  the  aerclful  kindness  of  our  God 
Which  has  bidden  Him  to  come  to  us 
like  a  dawning  from  on  high  to  give 
light  to  those  who  sit  in  darkness 
and  in  the  shadow  of  death. 


The  role  of  one  who  prepares  the  way  of 
the  Lord  is  an  exalted  one.  St.  John 
the  Baptist  was  the  first  to  do  it^  and 
none  bom  of  woman  was  greater  than  he. 
te  WIS  great  because  of  Christ.  Yet  he 
was  a  forgotten  man.  He  lived  in  the 
desert.  It  was  a  life  of  penance.  He 
ran  foul  of  public  authority  and  Christ 
did  not  work  any  of  His  miracles  to 
save  him,  was  in^risoned  and  executed. 
But  he  sounded  the  keynote  of  the  King- 
dom of  Christ.  The  thrilling  oomont  in 
his  life  was  when  he  stood  on  the  bank 
of  the  Jordan  River  and  baptized  the 
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Laab  of  God.  The  he ay ens  opened  and 
the  voice  of  the  Father  was  heard  and 
the  Holy  spirit  appeared  as  a  dove*  It 
was  the  first  revelation  of  the  Trinity* 

There  are  high  aonents  in  the  life  of  a 
priest y  moments  of  glory*  These  are 
contacts  with  Christ*  When  the  priest 
baptizes y  Christ  baptizes*  When  he 
hears  confessions,  Christ  absolves* 
Vhen  he  preaches,  Christ  preaches*  When 
he  celebrates  Mass,  it  is  Christ  Who 
consecrates*  When  he  meets  Christ,  it 
is,  truth  to  tell,  often  the  suffering 
Christ,  that  is  to  say  the  priest  is 
often  the  forgotten  nan,  but  only  froa 
the  human  point  of  view*  In  any  cas« 
there  is  every  morning  the  rendezvous 
with  Christ  at  the  altar*  That  is  what 
k«eps  him  up  to  the  mark* 
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It  is  easy  to  fit  Father  Perdue  into 
this  context y  and  I  must  do  so  briefly 
as  I  conclude*  Ho  will  be  amused  at 
anything  I  say  about  him  in  praise,  if 
he  has  not  other  things  to  think  about 
now.  He  died  on  the  feast  of  St.  Thomas 
Aquinas.  This  coincidence  would  amuse 
him,  as  I  am  sure  it  did  if  he  was  aware 
of  it.  Any  connection  with  St.  Thomas, 
however  accidental,  would  have  amused 
him.  ^'he  fact  is  he  was  a  wise  man, 
who  never  paraded  his  wisdom.  And  he 
was  a  humble  man,  for  only  humble  men 
have  a  sense  of  humor. 

His  work  for  so  many  years  —  as  a 
priest  was  mainly  in  various  Basilian 
parishes  where  he  was  exceedingly  compet 
ent.  In  large  measure  he  was  to  the 
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aanner  bom*  He  thawed  out  frigid 
souls  by  the  sunshine  of  his  friendly 
■anner;  he  won  young  folk  by  his  sym- 
pathy and  huflior.  Beyond  that  he  was 
popular  with  his  confreres ^  a  good 
eoaiBunity  man.  He  was  loyal  to  his 
coflfflunity,  loyal  to  his  family  to  whoa 
our  sympathy  goes  out  today ,  loyal  to 
his  native  diocese,  Peterboro,  loyal 
to  his  native  parish  of  Downeyville. 
Several  months  ago  he  drt)ve  out  to 
take  a  lasy  look  at  the  parish  where 
he  grew  up,  and  the  parish  whore  he 
taught  school  as  a  teen-ager*  He  was 
nearing  the  end  of  his  pilgrimage  of 
grace,  and  he  wanted  to  see  once  more 
the  place  where  it  began* 


And  so.  May  the  light  that  he  gave  to 
those  \tho   lived  in  the  darkness  of  sin 
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or  discourageflienty  or  despair ^  or  in 
the  shadow  of  death  shine  on  his  now, 
and  may  his  cacample  direct  our  fe«t 
into  the  way  of  peace* 


(Sermon  preached  by  Father  E.J.  McCor- 
keU at  the  funeral  of  Father  Sinon 
Perdue  in  St.  Basil's  Church,  Toronto, 
March  10.  1966.  Transcribed  from  the 
preacher  s  manuscript) 
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